Unit 1
Leviticus Rabbah 35:1

IF YE WALK IN MY STATUTES (XXVI, 3). This bears on the text, I considered my ways, and
turned my feet unto Thy testimonies (Ps. CXIX, 59). David said: ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Every
day I used to plan and decide that I would go to a particular place or to a particular dwelling-
house, but my feet always brought me to Synagogues and Houses of Study.” Hence it is
written, “And turned my feet unto Thy testimonies.” R. Huna in the name of R. Aha expounded the
verse to mean, T considered’ the reward given for good deeds and the loss entailed through
misdeeds, And turned my feet unto Thy testimonies.” R. Menahem the son-in-law of R. Eleazar b.
Abina explained the text as meaning, I considered’ what Thou hast written for us in the Torah,
viz. IF YOU WALK IN MY STATUTES, then, what is written in that connection? I wi/l give
peace in the land (Lev. XXV1, 6). But if ye will not hearken unto Me (ib. 14), then, what is written in
this connection? Then I will chastise you seven times more (ib. 18). R. Abba of R. Hiyya in the
name of R. Jonathan explained the verse to mean, 1 considered’ the blessings and I considered’
the curses. The blessings are from alefto faw' while the curses are from waw to he’F Nay,
more; the latter are reversed, signifying, explained R. Abin, that if you are worthy I shall

reverse your curses into blessings. When? If you keep My Torah. Hence it is written, IF YE
WALK IN MY STATUTES.

Genesis Rabbah 49:2

Berekiah, R. Hiyya, and the Rabbis of that country [Babylonia] in R. Judah's name said:
Not a day passes in which the Holy One, blessed be He, does not teach a new law
(halachah) in the heavenly Court. What is the proof? Hear attentively the noise of His voice,and
the meditation that goeth out of His mouth (Job XXXVII, 2). Now ' meditation ’ refers to nought but
Torah, as in the verse, But thou shalt meditate therein day and night (Josh. X, 8). Even those laws
Abraham knew.

Sotah 5b

Joshua b. Levi further said: He who calculates his ways in this world will be worthy to
behold the salvation of the Holy One, blessed be He; as it is said: To him that ordereth
his way will I show the salvation of God’ — read not we-sam [that ordereth | but we-
sham [who calculates] his way.

Unit 2
Psalms 45:11

Listen, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear; forget your own people, and your
father’s house;

Sukkah 46b
And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently, if you hearken, you will continue
to hearken, but if not, you will not hearken. Another interpretation: If you will hearken to




the old, you will be able to hearken to the new, but if thy heart turn away you will no more
hearken.

Psalms 103:20

20. Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones, who do his word, listening to the
voice of his word!
21. Bless the Lord, all his hosts! O you his ministers, who do his will!

Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion! Bless the Lord, O my soul!

Unit 3a

Ibn Ezra 26:17

THOU HAST AVOUCHED. He'emarta (avouched) means exalted. It is close in meaning
to amir (uppermost bough) in I the top of the uppermost bough (Is. 17:6). Rabbi Yehudah Ha-
Levi, who rests in Eden, says that the word is related to va-yomer (said). Its meaning is,
you were so righteous that the Lord said He is your God. God likewise acted very
righteously towards you that you said that you would be His own treasure. He explained
well. Now the word he'emarta is a hifil (meaning you caused [Him] to say. According to
Rabbi Yehudah Ha-Levi the verse reads: Thou has caused the Lord to declare this day to
be thy God)

Brachot 6a

Thou hast avouched the Lord this day . . . and the Lord hath avouched thee this day.” The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel: You have made me a unique entity” in the world,
and I shall make you a unique entity in the world. “You have made me a unique entity in the
wortld’, as it is said: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lotd is one.” ‘And I shall make
you a unique entity in the world’, as it is said: And who is like Thy people Israel, a nation one
in the earth.

Unit 3b
Deuteronomy Rabbah 2:31

Whence did Israel merit to recite the shema? R. Phinehas b. Hama said: Israel merited to
recite the shema’ at the Revelation on Sinai. How |is this to be inferred]? You find that it was
with this word [shema’] that God first began [to speak] at Sinai. He said to them: ' Hear, O
Israel I am the Lord thy God,’and they all answered and exclaimed: ' The Lord our God, the Lord
zs one.” And Moses said, ‘Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.

Deuteronomy Rabbah 2:35

Another explanation: HEAR O ISRAEL: THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE.
Whence did Israel merit to recite the shesza’? When Jacob was about to die he called together
all the tribes and he said to them: ' [I am anxious] lest you bow down to another God after I




have departed this world.” Whence this? For so it is written, Assezzble yourselves, and hear, ye sons
of Jacob (Gen. XLIX, 2). What is the force of, .And hearken unto Israel your father (ib.). Jacob said
to them: “The God of Israel, He is your Father.” They replied: HEAR. O ISRAEL: THE
LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE. And he added softly, ' Blessed be the name of
His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.” R. Levi said: And what do Israel imply when they
now say, [HEAR. O ISRAEL]? HEAR our father ISRAEL, what you have commanded us
we still adhere to; THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE

Avot 4:22

MISHNAH 22. HE USED TO SAY: THE BORN [ARE DESTINED] TO DIE, THE
DEAD TO BE BROUGHT TO LIFE, AND THE LIVING' TO BE JUDGED; [IT IS,
THEREFORE, FOR THEM | TO KNOW AND TO MAKE KNOWN, SO THAT IT
BECOME KNOWN, THAT HE IS GOD, HE THE FASHIONER, HE THE
CREATOR, HE THE DISCERNER, HE THE JUDGE, HE THE WITNESS, HE THE
COMPLAINANT, AND THAT HE IS OF A CERTAINTY TO JUDGE, BLESSED BE
HE, BEFORE WHOM THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, NOR FORGETTING,
NOR RESPECT OF PERSONS, NOR TAKING OF BRIBES, FOR ALL IS HIS. AND
KNOW THAT ALL IS ACCORDING TO THE RECKONING. AND LET NOT THY
[EVIL] INCLINATION ASSURE THEE THAT THE GRAVE IS A PLACE OF
REFUGE FOR THEE; FOR WITHOUT THY WILL WAST THOU FASHIONED,
WITHOUT THY WILL WAST THOU BORN, WITHOUT THY WILL LIVEST THOU,
WITHOUT THY WILL WILT THOU DIE, AND WITHOUT THY WILL ART THOU
OF A CERTAINTYTO GIVE AN ACCOUNT AND RECKONINGBEFORE THE
KING OF THE KINGS OF KINGS, BLESSED BE HE.

Samuel 112:5

5. And he said to them, The Lord is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day,
that you have not found anything in my hand. And they answered, He is witness.




