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Sfat Emet Ki Tavo 1882

“You have affirmed he’emarta] the Lord this day to be your God... And the Lord 10

has affirmed ie’emir] you (Deut. 26: 17-18). See the commentary of lhragwho
guotes Yehudah halevi who says thatemiris the causative form of the veamar,
“speak”]. This interpretation can be read more te@p connection with the well-

known teaching that “Torah, God and Israel are oma& midrash interprets the word

“anokhi” (I am — Ex. 19:2) as an abbreviation fbe twords [l Myself wrote it and 15

gave it"]. This could also be read as “l wrote gradve Myself”. Torah is truly divinity
[i.e. is God himself]. The children of Israel, &svere, made God into Torah and they

too were made into Torah. Understand this carefully
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The midrash opens by quoting “Bless the Lord, Orhighty angels, who do His
word to hear the sound of His word” (Ps. 103:20)e Pplain meaning here follows the 15
sages’ teaching on the question of why the Shemeepes the passage: “It shall be if
you truly listen” (Deut. 11:13). First, a personsha accept the yoke of divine rule
and afterwards the yoke of the commandments. t#it the Lord has spoken we shall
do” (Ex. 19:8) is the general acceptance of divime. Only afterwards were they
entitled to “hear the sound of His word”. This msféo the commandments, and thus 20
the second section of the Shema opens: “It shallf y@u truly listen unto My
commandments”. This means that the sound of Gogéech is present in each
commandment. Our Sages taught that each limb catlso the person: “Fulfill the
commandment that depends on me!”. Each fulfillmeran acceptance of divine rule,
and afterwards one comes to hear more. Thus wddshda His word” in order “to 25
hear” more. We should never see ourselves as hansngssed our duty, but should

ever to more in order to hear more so that we dall still more — constantly...
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