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1) R. Eleazar b. Judah of Worms, Commentary on the Sidur

...They each received the secret (sod) of the prayers and other secrets from their rabbis,
[in a tradition] reaching back to Abu Aharon, the son of R. Samuel ha-Nasi, who ascended from
Babylonia on account of the events that occurred, which forced him to wander to and fro
throughout the land. He arrived in the land of Lombardy, in a city called Lucca, and there found
R. Moses, the author of the piyyut (liturgical poem) Eimat Norotekhah, and transmitted all his
secrets to him. This was Rabbi Moses b. R. Kalonymus b. R. Meshulam b. R. Kalonymus b. R.
Judah, who was the first to leave Lombardy, along with his sons R. Kalonymus and R. Yekutiel
and his relative R. Itiel and other important men. King Charles (Karla) brought them from
Lombardy and settled them in Mainz, where they were fruitful and increased and multiplied
greatly, until God poured out his wrath on that holy city in 1096...
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1a) Rabenu (Jacob b. Meir) Tam, Sefer ha-Yashar (T eshuvot) #46

For from Bari Torah comes forth, and the word of God from Otranto...
2) Megilat Ahimaatz
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3) Charter of Bishop Rudiger of Speyer (1084)

In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity. When I wished to make a city out of the
village of Speyer, I, Rudiger, surnamed Huozmann, Bishop of Speyer, thought that the glory of
our town would be augmented a thousandfold if I were to bring Jews.

Those Jews whom I have gathered I placed outside the neighborhood and residential area
of the other burghers. In order that they not be easily disrupted by the insolence of the mob, I
have encircled them with a wall.

The site of their residential area I have acquired properly -- first the hill partially by
purchase and partially by exchange; then, the valley I received by gift of the heirs. I have given
them that area on the condition that they pay annually three and one-half pounds in Speyer
currency for the shared use of the monks.

I have accorded them the free right of exchanging gold and silver and of buying and
selling everything they use -- both within their residential area and, outside, beyond the gate
down to the wharf and on the wharf itself. I have given them the same right throughout the entire
city.

I have, moreover, given them out of the land of the Church burial ground to be held in
perpetuity.

I have also added that, if a Jew from elsewhere has quartered with them, he shall pay no
toll.

Just as the mayor of the city serves among the burghers, so too shall the Jewish leader
adjudicate any quarrel which might arise among them or against them. If he be unable to
determine the issue, then the case shall come before the bishop of the city or his chamberlain.

They must discharge the responsibility of watch, guard, and fortification only in their
own area. The responsibility of guarding they may discharge along with their servants.

They may legally have nurses and servants from among our people.
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They may legally sell to Christians slaughtered meats which they consider unfit for
themselves according to the sanctity of their law. Christians may legally buy such meats.

In short, in order to achieve the height of kindness, I have granted them a legal status
more generous than any which the Jewish people have in any city of the German kingdom.

Lest one of my successors dare to deny this grant and concession and force them to a
greater tax, claiming the the Jews themselves usurped this status and did not receive it from the
bishop, I have given them this charter of the aforesaid grant as proper testimony. In order that the
meaning of this matter remains throughout the generations, I have strengthened it by signing it
and by the imposition of my seal; as may be seen below, I have caused it to be sealed. (This
charter has been given on September 13, 1084 A.D., in the seventh indiction, in the twelth year
since the aforementioned bishop began to preside in that city.)

3a) Chronicle of R. Solomon b. Samson
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At the outset, when we came to establish our residence in Speyer -- may its foundations
never falter! -- it was as a result of the fire that broke out in the city of Mainz.

The city of Mainz was the city of our origin and the residence of our ancestors, the
ancient and revered community, praised above all communities in the empire. All the Jews'
quarter and their street was burned, and we stood in great fear of the burghers, At the same time,
Meir Cohen came from Worms, bearing a copy of Torat Cohanim [either Leviticus itself or the
midrash on Leviticus]. The burghers thought that it was silver or gold and slew him . . .

R. Meshullam said to them: "Fear not, for all this was ordained." We then decided to set
forth from there and to settle wherever we might find a fortified city. Perhaps the compassionate
Lord might show compassion and the merciful One might exhibit mercy and the All-Helpful
might help to sustain us, as in fact He does this very day.

The bishop of Speyer greeted us warmly, sending his ministers and soldiers after us. He
gave us a place in the city and expressed his intention to build about us a strong wall to protect us
from our enemies, to afford us fortification. He pitied us as a man pities his son. We then set
forth our prayers before our Creator, morning and evening, for a number of years.
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4) Chronicle of R. Solomon b. Samson
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Now I shall recount and tell of the most unusual deeds that were done on that day [May 27,
1096] by these righteous ones.... Who has ever seen anything like this? Who has ever heard of a
deed like that which was performed by this righteous and pious woman, the young Rachel, the
daughter of Rabbi Isaac ben Asher, the wife of rabbi Judah? For she said to her friends: "I have
four children. Do not spare even them, lest the Christians come, take them alive, and bring them
up in their false religion. Through them, too, sanctify the name of the Holy God."
So one of her companions came and picked up a knife to slaughter her son. But when the mother
of the children saw the knife, she let out a loud and bitter lament and she beat her face and breast,




1o

crying: Where are Thy mercies, O God?" In the bitterness of her soul she said to her friend: "Do
not slay Isaac in the presence of his brother Aaron lest Aaron see his brother's death and run
away." The woman then took the lad Isaac, who w as small and very pretty, and she slaughtered
him while the mother spread out her sleeves to receive the blood, catching it in her garment .
instead of a basin. When the child Aaron saw that his brother Isaac was slain, he screamed again
and again: "Mother, mother, do not butcher me," and ran and hid under a chest.

She had two daughters also who still lived at home, Bella and Matrona, beautiful young gitls, the
children of her husband Rabbi Judah. The girls took the knife and sharpened it themselves that it
should not be nicked. Then the woman bared their necks and sacrificed them to the Lord God of
Hosts who has commanded us not to change His pure religion but to be perfect with Him, as it is
written [Deuteronomy 18:13]: "Perfect shall you be with the Lord your God."

When this righteous woman had made an end of sacrificing her three children to their Creator,
she then raised her voice and called out to her son Aaron: "Aaron, where are you? You also I will
not spare nor will I have any mercy." Then she dragged him out by his foot from under the chest
where he had hidden himself, and she sacrificed him before God, the high and exalted. She put
her children next to her body, two on each side, covering them with her two sleeves, and there
they lay struggling in the agony of death, When the enemy seized the room they found her sitting
and wailing over them "Show us the money that is under your sleeves," they said to her. But
when it was the slaughtered children they saw, they Struck her and killed her, upon her children,
and her spirit flew away and her soul found peace at last. To her applied the Biblical verse
[Hosea 10:14]: "The mother was dashed in pieces with her children." . . .

When the father saw the death of his four beautiful, lovely children, he cried aloud, weeping and
wailing, and threw him upon the sword in his hand so that his bowels came out, and wallowed in
blood on the road together with the dying who were convulsed, rolling in their life's blood. The
enemy killed all that who were left in the room and then stripped them naked; [Lamentations 1:
11] "See, O Lord, and behold, how abject I am become." Then the crusaders began to give thanks
in the name of "the hanged one" because they had done what they wanted with all those in the
room of the bishop so that not a soul escaped. [The crusaders now held a thanksgiving service in
the archbishop's palace where the massacre took place.]

S) Chronicle of R. Solomon b. Samson
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For these I cry, and water falls from my eyes: for the burning of the Temple of God, and
for the burning of Isaac b. David the Parnas, who was burned in his house.

Now I will tell and inform everyone what happened... He thoughts to himself: “I will
repent and be pure and whole with the Lord, God of Istael, till I repay Him for my soul and fall
into His hands...”

He went to him mother, and told her what he was planning to do. He said to her:
“Mother, I have decided to sacrifice a sin offering to the God of Heave, in order to find
repentance.” Now, when she heard the words of her son, and saw his fear of God, she implored
him not to do this thing. ..[but] her son Isaac the pious one did not listen to her or pay aitention to
her words.

He went and closed the doors of his house around him and his mother and children...and
Isaac the righteous one took his two children, his son and daughter, and took them through the
courtyard in the middle of the night to the synagogue, before the Holy Ark, and he slaughtered
them there for the sanctification of God’s great and mighty names, and sprinkled their blood on
the pillars of the Ark...and he aid, “May this blood serve as repentance for all of my sins.”

Then the pious one returned through the courtyard to his father’s house, and lit the house
at its four corners, with his mother remaining inside. She was burned in sanctification of God’s
name. Then the pious Isaac returned once again to burn the synagogue, and lit a fire at all of its
entrances. The pious one walked from side to side and from corner to corner with his hands
outstretched toward his Heavenly Father, and he prayed to God from within the fire in a great
and pleasant voice... There was burned a pure and righteous man, who feared God, and his soul
is stored with those of the righteous in the Garden of Eden.
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6) BT Sanhedrin 74a

R. Yohanan said in the name of R. Shimon b. Yehotzadak: It was decided in the attic of
the house of Nitzah in Lod that if one is told to violate all the sins in the Torah in order not to be
killed—he should violate and not be killed, with the exception of idolatry, sexual immorality,
and murder.
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6a) Da’at Zekenim (Ba’alei ha-Tosafot) Gen. 9:5

There once was a rabbi who slaughtered many children in a time of persecution for he feared that
they would be baptized. And there was another rabbi with him and he was furious at him and
called him ‘‘murderer,”” but the latter ignored [his remarks]. And that rabbi [or teacher] said “‘if
I’m right, he [the slaughterer] will die a horrid death. And so it happened. The Gentiles seized
him and first flayed his flesh and them put sand between the skin and the flesh. And the
persecution came to an end and if he had not killed the children, they would have been saved.’




