Rashi- Genesis 1:1

In the beginning of God’s creation of: Heb. XN12 N'WNIA. This verse calls for 2 midrashic
intetpretation [because according to its simple interpretation, the vowelization of the word N3,
should be different, as Rashi explains further]. It teaches us that the sequence of the Creation as
written is impossible, as is written immediately below] as our Rabbis stated (Letters of R. Akiva ,
lettet “beth” ; Gen. Rabbah 1:6; Lev. Rabbah 36:4): [God cteated the world] for the sake of the
Torah, which is called (Prov. 8:22): “the beginning of His way,” and for the sake of Israel, who are
called (Jer. 2:3) “the first of His grain.” But if you wish to explain it according to its simple meaning,
explain it thus: “At the beginning of the creation of heaven and earth, the earth was astonishing with
emptiness, and datkness...and God said, ‘Let there be light.”” But Scripture did not come to teach
the sequence of the Creation, to say that these came first, for if it came to teach this, it should have
written:“At first (NIIWXRID) He created the heavens and the earth,” for there is no N'YKN in
Sctipture that is not connected to the following word, [i.e., in the construct state] like (tbid. 27:1):“In
the beginning of (N'WUNX13) the reign of Jehoiakim” ; (below 10:10)“the beginning of (N'YUKY) his
reign” ; (Deut. 18:4)“the first (N'WKN) of yout cotn.” Here too, you say DFY7R X2 N'UKI3, like
NI NN, in the beginning of creating. And similar to this is,“At the beginning of the Lord’s
speaking (127) to Hosea,” (Hos. 1:2), i.e., at the beginning of the speaking (iM2T) of the Holy One,
Blessed be He, to Hosea, “the Lotd said to Hosea, etc.” Now if you say that it came to teach that
these (i.e., heaven and earth) were created first, and that its meaning is: In the beginning of all, He
created these-and that there are elliptical verses that omit one word, like (Job 3:9): “For [He] did not
shut the doots of my [mother’s] womb,” and it does not explain who it was who shut [the womb];
and like (Isa. 8:4): “he will carry off the wealth of Damascus,” and it does not explain who will carry
it off; and like (Amos 6:12): “or will one plow with cattle,” and it does not explain: “if 2 man will
plow with cattle” ; and like (Isa. 46: 10): “telling the end from the beginning,” and it does not explain
that [it means] telling the end of a matter from the beginning of a matter-if so, [if you say that
Sctipture indicates the order of creation] be astounded at yourself, for the water preceded, as it is
written: “and the spitit of God hovered over the face of the water,” and Scripture did not yet
disclose when the cteation of water took place! From this you learn that the water preceded the
earth. Moteovet, the heavens were created from fire and watet. Perforce, you must admit that
Scripture did not teach us anything about the sequence of the earlier and the later [acts of creation].

Genesis 1:4

And God saw the light that it was good, and God separated: Here too, we need the words of the
Aggadah: He saw it that it was not proper for the wicked to use it; so He separated it for the
tighteous in the future. According to its simple meaning, explain it as follows: He saw it that it was
good, and it was unseemly that it [light] and darkness should serve in confusion; so He established
for this one its boundaty by day, and for that one its boundary by night




