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Rabbi Simone said: It is written (Dev.4:8) ...Or what great nation has laws and rules as perfect
as all this Teaching that | set before you this day?

Rabbi Hama of the estate of Rabbi Hanina and Rabbi Hoshiya: One said what nation is like this
nation... It is commonplace that a person who knows that they have a trial dresses in black,
cloaks in black, grows his beard, for he does not know his verdict. However, that is not the case
with Israel. Rather [when they have a trial] they wear white, they cloak in white, they shave their
beards; and they and they eat and they drink, and they are happy. For they know that the Holy
One Blessed Be He works miracles for them
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MISHNAH. AKABIAH B. MAHALALEEL SAID: APPLY THY MIND TO THREE THINGS
AND THOU WILT NOT COME INTO THE POWER OF SIN: KNOW WHENCE THOU
CAMEST, AND WHITHER THOU ART GOING, AND BEFORE WHOM THOU ART
DESTINED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT AND RECKONING. WHENCE CAMEST THOU? —
FROM A FETID DROP. WHITHER ART THOU GOING? — TO A PLACE OF DUST, OF
WORM AND OF MAGGOT. BEFORE WHOM ART THOU DESTINED TO GIVE AN
ACCOUNT AND RECKONING? — BEFORE THE KING OF THE KINGS OF KINGS, THE
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE.
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MISHNAH. HE [ALSO] USED TO SAY: BELOVED IS MAN IN THAT HE WAS CREATED
IN THE IMAGE [OF GOD]. [IT IS A MARK OF] SUPERABUNDANT LOVE [THAT] IT
WAS MADE KNOWN TO HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN CREATED IN THE IMAGE [OF
GOD], AS IT IS SAID: FOR IN THE IMAGE OF GOD MADE HE MAN.
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Raba said, When man is led in for Judgment he is asked, Did you deal faithfully [i.e., with
integrity], did you fix times for learning, did you engage in procreation, did you hope for
salvation, did you engage in the dialectics of wisdom, did you understand one thing from another.
Yet even so, if ‘the fear of the Lord is his treasure,” it is well: if not, [it is] not [well].
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R. Abbahu replied: The ministering angels said in the Presence of the Holy One, blessed be He:
Sovereign of the Universe, why should Israel not chant hymns of praise before Thee on New
Year and the Day of Atonement? He replied to them: Is it possible that the King should be sitting
on the throne of justice with the books of life and death open before Him, and Israel should chant
hymns of praise?
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MISHNAH. AT FOUR SEASONS [DIVINE] JUDGMENT IS PASSED ON THE WORLD: AT
PASSOVER IN RESPECT OF PRODUCE; AT PENTECOST IN RESPECT OF FRUIT; AT
NEW YEAR ALL CREATURES PASS BEFORE HIM [GOD] LIKE CHILDREN OF MARON,
AS IT SAYS, * HE THAT FASHIONS THE HEART OF THEM ALL, THAT CONSIDERS
ALL THEIR DOINGS; AND ON TABERNACLES JUDGMENT IS PASSED IN RESPECT OF
RAIN.
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ON NEW YEAR ALL HUMANKIND PASS BEFORE HIM LIKE CHILDREN OF MARON.
What is the meaning of the expression like children of Maron? In Babylon it was translated, like a
flock of sheep. Resh Lakish said: As in the ascent of Beth Maron.

Rab Judah said in the name of Samuel: Like the troops of the house of David. Rabbah b. Bar
Hanah said in the name of R. Johanan: All the same, they are all viewed with a simple glance.

R. Nahman b. Isaac said: We also have learned the same idea: He that fashions the hearts of them
all, that considers all their doings. What does this mean? Shall | say that it means this, that God
has created all creatures and unites all their hearts together? But we see that this is not so! No;
what it means is this: * The Creator sees their hearts together and considers all their doings’ .
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