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Vayedaber: "And God spoke to Moses saying, Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, "Thus shall you bless
the children of Israel, saying to them..."" [Num 6:22-23]. And the general principle is thus: t the
Baal Shem Tov would reproach people with the verse, "the Lord is your shadow" |Ps 121:5].
That is, just as the shadow does whatever the person does, so does the Creator, so to speak,
does whatever people do. Therefore a person should do mitzvot, give charity, and have
compassion on the poor, so that the Creator will do likewise with him. And this attribute is
called "thus" (koh), for the meaning of the word is “kach”, in the same way as he does, so
shall the Creator do. And it is known that the Creator blessed be He wishes to do good to
His people Israel, for more than the calf wants to suck, the cow wants to nurse. And when a
person stands up to pray, whether to say the entire Amidah, or to say other petitions, he
must pray only so as to cause pleasure to God from this. As it says in the Mishnah, "If you
have learned much Torah, do not attribute credit to yourself, for it is for this that you are created” [Avot
2.9]. This means that a person's actions shall be only so as to cause pleasure to the Creator.
For it is known that when a person prays for himself, he is called, "ome who receives,” and when
he does so he holds the palm of his hand facing upward; but when one prays only so as to
bring pleasure to the Creator, then he is called "one who gives [influx]" that he gives(if one can
really say such a thing) to God and he holds the back of his hand facing up. Now the Priestly
Blessing is recited with uplifted hands, that is, with them holding the back of their hands
opposite their faces. And this is the meaning of the verse, "Thus shall you bless the children of
Israel." That is they shall bless Israel in a manner so that there shall be pleasure to the Creator
from this and that they shall be giving( if one can really say such a thing)to God. Thereafter
the Creator will bring down goodness and blessings on Israel as we have said this is the
meaning of “koh”, just as Israel does, God follows and also does and gives to Israel
goodness and blessing, life and peace, Amen.
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Prayer is a very simple action. In pain or in need, I cry out to God. As we know however,
this simple act is very complex. Can we change God through our prayer? Is there a need for
a formal structure of at least praise before petition? What is the role of a fixed liturgy? Is
praise and thanksgiving more important than petition? Can prayer transform me or at least
mold me to be a better person? Why should prayer take place ideally in a minyan? What is
the relationship of set versus spontaneous or voluntary prayer?

In this teaching, Levi Yitzhak answers none of these questions, but he does add a particular
twist to the idea of prayer. For him, the focus of prayer is not to ask God for assistance for
my needs, but rather to give God pleasure through our praying. Prayer is primarily for God
and not for us. It is an act of giving, not receiving,.

Levi Yitzhak does acknowledge that our behavior affects God and will benefit us, although
this leads to the point that rather than us imitating God though our compassionate acts, God
imitates us. Levi Yitzhak takes the idea that” Just as God is compassionate, so should we be
compassionate” and twists it so that “just as we are compassionate, God will be
compassionate to us”. Although there are many midrashim that use our behavior as a
precedent for entreating God to treat us favorably, Levi Yitzhak extends this and suggests
that God will automatically behave in a similar manner to us, just as our shadow behaves as
we do.




