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1) Mahzor Vitri (MS London - British Library Add. 27200-27201)

It once happened when Rabbi Akiba was walking on a path through a cemetery,
that he met a man who was naked, and black as coal, and carrying a great burden of
thorns on his head. Rabbi Akiba thought that the man, who was running like a horse, was
alive. [Rabbi Akiba] commanded [the man] to stop, and said to him: “Why do you (oto
ha-ish—Tliterally, “that man™) do this difficult work? 1If you are a servant, and your
master treats you this way, I will redeem you from his hands. And if you are poor, and
people are mistreating you, I will make you wealthy.” ’

[The man] said to him: “Please do not delay me, lest those appointed over me
become angry.”

[Rabbi Akiba] said to him: “What is this, and what are your deeds?”

[The man] said to him: “I (oto ha-ish) am dead, and every day I am sent out to

chop wood.”
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[Rabbi Akiba] said to him: “My son, what was your profession in the world from
which you came?”

[The man] said to him: “I was a tax collector, and I would favor the rlch and kill
the poor.”

[Rabbi Akiba] said to him: “Haven’t you heard anything from those appointed to
punish you about how you might be relieved?”

[The man] said: “Please do not delay me, lest those appointed over me become
angry, for there is no relief for me (oto ha-ish). But I did hear from them one impossible
thing: “If only this poor man had a son who would stand in front of the congregation and
say “Let us bless God, who is blessed,” and have them answer “May His great name be
blessed,” he would be immediately released from his punishments.” But I (oto ha-ish)
never had a son—I left my wife pregnant, and don’t know if she had a boy. And even if
she did have a boy, who would teach him Torah? I do not have a friend in the world.”

Immediately Rabbi Akiba took it upon himself to go and find out whether [the
man’s wife] had given birth to a son, in order to teach him Torah and stand h1m up in
front of the congregation. He said to [the man]: “What is you name?” :

[The man] said to him: “Akiba.”

“And your wife’s name?”

[The man] said to him: “Shosniba.”

“And the name of your city?”

“Lodkiyya.”

Immediately Rabbi Akiba was extremely saddened, and went to ask after [the
man] When he arrived in that city, he asked after him. [The townspeople] said to him:
“May the bones of that man (oo ha-ish) rot.”

[Rabbi Akiba] asked after [the man’s] wife. They said to him: “May her memory
be erased from the world.”

He asked about her son. They said to him: “He is unmrcummsed———we did not
even perform the commandment of circumcision on him.”

Immediately, Rabbi Akiba circumcised [the son], and put a book in front of him.
But he would not accept Torah study. Rabbi Akiba fasted for forty days [on the son’s
behalf], till a heavenly voice said to him: “For this you are fasting?”

[Rabbi Akiba] said: “Master of the Universe! Is it not for You that T am preparing
him(?” .

Immediately the Holy One, blessed be He, opened [the child’s] heart, and [Rabbi
Akiba] taught him Torah, and the Shema, and grace after meals. He then stood [the
child] in front of the congregation, and [the child] recited “Let us bless,” and the
congregation answered after him “Blessed be the blessed God.” In that hour, they freed
[the man] from his punishment. Immediately, the man (ofo ha-ish) came to Rabbi Akiba
in a dream, and said “May it be the will of the Holy One, blessed be He, that you rest in
the Garden of Eden, for you have saved me from the judgment of Gehenna”...

Therefore, it is customary to appoint a person who does not have a father or
mother to lead the services at the conclusion of the Sabbath, in order to say Barkhu or

kaddish.
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2) BT Berakhot 57a

One who answers “May His greaf name be blessed” (in his dream) is assured of a
share in the world to come. '
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2a) BT Shabbat 119b

Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said: One who answers “Amen, may His great name be
blessed” with all his strength has his divine decree torn up... Rabbi Hiyya bar Aba said
in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: Even if one has a taint of idolatry, he is forgiven.
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2b) Otiyot de-Rabbi Akiva

[God] has the key of Gehenna, as it says: “Open the gate and let enter the pious
nations keeping the truth (“shomer emunim”) (Isaiah 26:2). Do not read “emunim”
(truth), but rather “amenim.” They say “Amen”—for the sake of the “Amen” which the
wicked answer from within Gehenna, they are saved from it.

How are the wicked saved from Gehenna? In the future, the Holy One, blessed be
He, will sit in the Garden of Eden and teach, and all of the righteous will sit before Him.
All of the celestial family will stand on their feet to the right of the Holy One, blessed be
He, and the sun, planets, moon, and stars to His left. And the Holy One, blessed be He,
will teach them the laws of the new Torah which will be given to them by the messiah.
When He reaches the conclusion, Zerubabel ben Shaltiel will stand on his feet and say
“magnified and sanctified,” and his voice will travel from one end of the earth to the
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other. And all of the people of the world will answer “Amen.” And even the wicked
Jews and righteous non-Jews who are in Gehenna will answer and say “Amen” in
Gehenna, until the noise spreads throughout the world. Their voices will be heard in
front of the Holy One, blessed be He, who will ask: “What is this great noise I hear?”
The heavenly angels will respond, and say before Him: “Master of the Universe! These
are the wicked Jews and righteous non-Jews who are in Gehenna, who answer “Amen”
from within Gehenna.” Immediately, the mercy of the Holy One, blessed be He, will be
exceedingly kindled. He will say: “How can I punish them any more? After all, their
evil inclination caused them [to sin]! In that hour, the Holy One, blessed be He, will take
the keys to Gehenna and give them to Michael and Gabriel in the presence of all the
righteous, and will say to them: “Go and open the gates of Gehenna, and raise them up
from Gehenna, as it says ‘Open the gate and let enter the pious nations keeping the
truth.”” Immedlately, Michael and Gabriel will go and open the 40,000 gates of
Gehenna, and raise them up from Gehenna.
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3) BT Rosh ha-Shanah 17a

Jews and non-Jews who sin with their bodies descend to Gehenna and are judged
there for twelve months... But the heretics, traitors, and the Epicureans, who reject the
Torah and the resurrection of the dead, and those who separate themselves from the ways
of the congregation, and those who “instill their terror in the land of the living”...descend
to Gehenna and are judged there eternally...




o1

[Who are] those who “instill their terror in the land of the living”? R. Hisda said:
This is a parnas who instills excessive fear in the community, not for the sake of heaven.
R. Judah said in the name of Rav: Any parnas who instills excessive fear in the
community, not for the sake of heaven, will not see his son become a scholar. ..
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4) Mahzor Vitri, #145

Therefore we lengthen the prayer services on Saturday night, and say vi-Yehi
No’am and Kedushah and verses of consolation afterwards—because on Shabbat the
sinners of Israel leave Gehinom, and are given rest on Shabbat...until the Jews finish the
evening services. Therefore we lengthen the prayers so that they will not return quickly
to Gehinom. ,

And I found written in the responsa of the Ge’onim: That which the rabbis say,
“One who drinks water in the evening is as if he robs his dead”—this applies to the
evenings years round. For within twelve months of their death, the souls are given
permission to drink water, and a relative who drinks water in the evening does not allow
the souls to give that dead relative water to drink.
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4a) Mahzor Vitri, #151

And the ga’on R. Shlomo b. Yitshak said in the name of R. Ya’akov b. Yakar that
the reason for [smelling] spices on Saturday nights is that during the entire day of
Shabbat, the fires of Gehinom are extinguished, and do not produce any stench; but
immediately after Shabbat ends they once again burn and produce stench. Therefore, we
smell spices.
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5) Midrash Tehilim, Psalm 6

Circumeision in special...for anyone who is circumcised will not descend to
Gehenna...




