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1) Rashi to Genesis 3:8

There are many midrashei agadah [that deal with this verse], and our Sages have already
arranged them in Bereishit Rabah and in other [collections of] midrashim. But I have only
[written this commentary to provide] the peshuto shel mikra, as well as those agadot that shed
light upon Scripture, rendering it “a word aptly spoken” (Prov. 25:11).
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1a) Rashi to Isaiah 26:11

I have seen many midrashei agadah on the verses in this section, which clarify neither
the grammatical syntax nor the proper order of the verses. This requires me to explain it
according to its [proper] order.
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2) Rashbam to Genesis 37:2

Know and understand, my beloved ones, our sages’ teaching that “no verse should be
taken out of its context (peshuto)” (BT Shabat 63a). For the Torah essentially comes to teach
and inform us about the laws, teachings, and ordinances that are only hinted at through the
peshat, and which can be discerned through analysis of the language, and through the 32
hermeneutical principles of R. Eliezer b. Yose the Galilean and the thirteen hermeneutical
principles of R. Ishmael. The earlier sages, in their piety, dedicated themselves to discerning the
teachings that are primary—but in doing so, were not conversant in the plain meaning of the
text...

My grandfather R. Solomon, the father of my mother, who enlightened the eyes of the
exile by explaining Torah, Nevi’im, and Ketuvim, devoted attention to the plain meaning of the
text. And I, Samuel, the son of Meir his son-in-law, disputed with him and before him, and he
admitted to me that if he had the time, he would have needed to compose new explanations, on
account of the peshatim that are created anew each day.

13:9 mnv 07avi (3

;729 by DIIND MDY PYI T DY 23N 1IN TN PINY 10 i WO PIOW %95 - 7T 5Y NG (1)
3) Rashbam to Exodus 13:9

~ “For a sign upon your arm”—according to the depth of the peshat, [this means that God’s
words] should be a remembrance to you at all times, as though they were inscribed upon your
arm—Ilike “place me as a seal upon your heart” (Song of Songs 8:6).
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4a) Sefer Nizahon Yashan

The heretics, however, say that the verse means “until the
messenger,” i.e., Jesus, “comes™; then the kingdom of Judah will
cease. And so, indeed, it came to pass that when Jesus came the king-
dom of Judah ceased. Moreover, it is written, “And the homage of
peoples shall be his™; i.e., the nations shall congregate before him
and turn to him. Furthermore, “he tethers his ass to a vine” [Gen,
49:11] refers to Jesus, who entered Jerusalem on a donkey.

The answer is that they are refuted by their own words, for
how can one maintain that the kingdom of Judah did not cease until
Jesus? There was, after all, no king in Israel from the time of
Zedekiah, for even in the days of the second Temple there was no
king in Israel but only governors subordinate to the kings of Media,
Persia, or Rome. Now, a long time passed between Zedekiah and the
birth of Jesus, and so how can the verse say that the kingdom would
not depart from Judah until Jesus comes? Furthermore, what relation-
ship is there between “Shiloh™ and Jesus' name?
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4b) Rashbam to Genesis 49:10

The sovereignty that was given to him, on account of which his twelve brothers will bow

-to him, and his greatness, will not be taken from him, nor will the rule be taken from his

descendents, until [the tribe of ] Judah will arrive in Shilo—i.e., until Rehavam son of Solomon,

the king of Judah, comes to renew the monarchy in Shilo, which is near Shechem. At that point,

the ten tribes will be taken from him, and they will anoint Yerovam, leaving Rehavam with only

[the tribes of] Judah and Benjamin... This interpretation is a rejoinder to the heretics, for the
verse only refers to the fown of Shilo...not a “messenger” as the Christians claim.
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S) Sefer Hasidim #752

One must not teach any Torah that does not bring one to fear of heaven... This is what
each person must engage in, but not the other ¢ ‘wisdoms,” like Gentile dlalectlc—only wisdoms
that are truly Torah and fear of God...but not study involving disputation, as when two argue in
order to defeat one another.
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6) Ibid. #18

One who sins with grave transgressions, and brings himself to suffering [as a means of
penance], has a share in the World to Come. This is the case when he [inflicts the suffering]
upon himself—but another person should not [administer the suffering]. For if Reuben asks
Simeon, “Hit me and kill me so that I may atone for my sins,” [Simeon] must not kill him. But
if [Reuben] asks in public, and says “You know of my many sins. I order you to strike me until
blood pours out of me,” they should do so, but merely not strike him so hard that he dies. And
one must not prevent himself from sinning by sinning further, as when someone who sins with
women and castrates himself in order that he not sin further.
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6a) Ibid. #19

If a person who slept with a married woman comes to inquire how to repent...he must
perform penances equivalent to lashes (malkot) or to excision (karet). If it is winter when he
comes to inquire, and icy, he may break through the ice covering the river and sit in the water up
to his mouth or nose for an amount of time equivalent to the time from when the sin began until
it ended. He must do this regularly as long as there is ice. In the summer, he should sit in dug-
up dirt among the ants while covering only his mouth... Ifit is [neither winter nor summer], he
should fast, eating only bread and water in the evenings...and afflicting himself until he is able
to sit in water when it is icy, or until there are ants and bees [in the summer]. If, however...[his
sexual transgression] renders the woman prohibited to her husband, or if the relationship
produces a bastard child (mamzer)—this occurred once, and [the sinner] was instructed to [sit
among] the ants day and night, and to lie on the ground in the summer so that fleas would crawl
on him...he [also] walked naked in proximity to a beehive, till his body became swollen, and
once he healed, he returned there again and again.
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6b) Ibid. #630

A certain pious man once loaded his wagon with clothing, and, when he arrived at a place
where he desired to sell them, his wagon was damaged in front of the inn just as Shabbat was
beginning. Whereupon a band of robbers came to the city and were stealing the contents of the
houses. The Jew, the owner of the wagon, went and fixed the wagon on Friday night, and
harnessed the horses to the wagon in order to drive away from the city. Just then, an emissary of
the king came and forbade the looters from taking anything from the Jews. When the Jew
returned home, he went to the Sage requesting absolution. The Sage instructed him to fill the
wagon with the same weight of clothing [that had been in it at the time of the sin] and to place
his hand on the ground, and to drive the wagon over his hand, and to give the money he earned
by selling the clothing to charity.

7) Augustine of Hippo, On Faith in Things Unseen 6:9

Therefore [the Jews] roam about anywhere and everywhere, their darkened eyes a most
remarkable proof for our cause, so that through them our arguments are upheld at the very time
that this same people is rejected...

This same sect....was scattered over the earth so that, by carrying about with it the
prophecies of grace conferred upon us, it might everywhere be beneficial to us for a more firm
convincing of unbelievers.  Accept that which I am saying in the manner in which it was
prophesied: “Slay them not, lest at any time my people forget thy law. Scatter them by thy
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power” (Ps. 59:11). They have not been killed, therefore, for this reason, that they have not
forgotten what things were read and heard among them... For this reason, they have not been
exterminated, but dispersed; although they do not possess the faith whence they might be saved,
they still retain in memory that whereby we are aided. They are our supporters in their books,
our enemies in their hearts, our witnesses in their scrolls.
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Peter the Venerable, Against the Inveterate Obstinacy of the Jews

I extend to you before the whole world, O beastly Jew, that book of yours—yes, your
book, that Talmud of yours, that illustrious doctrine of yours, which is to be preferred to
prophetic books and all authentic teachings... Who besides Satan can teach such absurd things,
and who besides the Jew can listen to, if not believe, them—that the reading of the Talmud can
prejudice the power of God, that the incredible recitation of an infernal book can impede the will
and mandate of God? For is that book of yours, O Jew, holier than the five books of Moses,
holier than the books of the prophets, better of more worthy?... You have fought for so long
against divine books with diabolical ones, and you have striven to tinge and obscure heavenly
doctrine with the smoke of the infernal pit...

It seems to me, O Jew, that with so many prooftexts and with rational argumentation so
extensive I have satisfied any human being, I think, concerning those matters which had been
called into question. And if any human being, then you too, if you are in fact human. Lest I lie,
I dare not profess that you are human, because I understand that the rational faculty which
distinguishes the human being from other animals and beasts and renders him superior to them
has been obliterated or suppressed in you... Why are you not called a brute animal, why not a
beast, why not a beast of burden? Consider the cow or, if you prefer, the ass—no beast is more
stupid—and together with it listen to whatever things those beasts can hear. What will the ass
reply? What will distinguish between its hearing and yours? The ass hears but does not
understand; the Jew hears but does not understand.




