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Hillel and Shammai received (the chain of tradition/Torah) from them. Hillel said: be of
the disciples of Aaron -- loving peace and pursuing peace, loving creatures and bringing
them closer to Torah.

Mishnah Gittin 5:8 ‘ ‘ N NIYN 1 P79 Y NIDN NIYN
DIW Y57 )90 DNIYY PINKI MY PINNY PYNT XNP N2 DIDWIDTT 391 YINN DT ION)
TTIND .OIDY DT 290 PURT RINND NHND AP KINY N2 .0 D77 %90 YW 1733 Pavn
MLV YIN NININHD .I03 DI L IDIN DI 37 .DIDY DT 9N ST DIVHD DN ¥ DT NN 7PN
PRNNY NN NN UNIZ GPIND MY 910 D3 IDINR OO 1.DIDY 7T 190 D13 DIVD JN2 WY 1O
7T 191 NN NNDY LPDI BN MY T2 PANH PN .TID DT) AN D 7 .DITY 9577 291 51

: 0V

And these are the words that they said for the sake of peace: a Kohen reads first, and after
him a Levi, and after him a Yisrael, for the sake of peace. They make an eruv in an old
house for the sake of peace. The cistern nearest a water-channel is filled first, for the sake
of peace. Taking what is caught in traps set for wild animals, birds or fish, is considered
as theft, for the sake of peace. Rabbi Yossi said: it is actual theft. To take away anything
found by a deaf-mute, a mental incompetent or a minor is considered as theft, for the sake
of peace. Rabbi Yossi said: it is actual theft. If a poor person gleans from the top of an
olive tree, taking what is beneath him is considered as theft. Rabbi Yossi says it is actual
theft. The non-Jewish poor may not be prevented from gathering gleanings, forgotten
sheaf or the corner of the field, for the sake of peace.
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They eulogize and bury non-Jewish dead because of the ways of peace. They comfort
non-Jewish mourners because of the ways of peace.

Jerusalem Talmud Demai 24a N TIOY 1D 9T T P9 INIDT NIDN NIV TN
L0213 933 TR 1Y POION DM TWN) IRIY DYN P DO DRI DN N2 YO DY 1IN
;DNANY DNIYI AN PHRNINIY DM M3 DRI NN PP DY) 90N DRI YN PIAPam)

NN DN TV NNV DY MDIN 2270 PIRY INTI) DYV ¥ITT 0910 DRI 1931 01 75D POIon)
DIDVHIDTT M9 KON 0 )Y MWD 110

It was taught: a city in which there are both non-Jews and Jews, the tzedakah collectors
collect from Jews and from non-Jews, and support poor Jews and poor non-Jews, and
they visit the sick Jews and the sick non-Jews, and they bury Jewish dead as well as non-
Jewish dead, and they comfort Jewish mourners as well as non-Jewish mourners, and
they store the non-Jews’ tools along with the Jews’ tools, for the sake of peace. The
people of Girdai asked Rabbi Ammi: on an idolatrous feast day, what is the reason that he
permitted us [to visit non-Jews]? From this [same idea]: for the sake of peace.
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Rabbi Ilai said in the name of Rabbi Eleazar bar Rabbi Shimeon: it is permitted for a
person to change words for the sake of peace, as it is said (Genesis 50:16£f): Your father
commanded you...so shall you say to Jacob...forgive, I urge you...” Rabbi Nathan said: it
is a commandment, for it is stated in Scripture. And Samuel said (I Samuel 16:2): “How
can I go? If Saul will hear it he will kill me...”

At the School of Rabbi Ishmael it was taught: Great is the cause of peace, seeing
that for its sake even the Holy One blessed be God modified a statement: for at first it is
written (Genesis 18:12) “My lord being old,” while afterwards it is written (Genesis
18:13) “I am old.”
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When two people were in conflict with one another, Aaron would go to one of the parties

and tell them: “My son, have you seen what your friend is doing? He is tearing apart his

heart and ripping his garments saying 'Woe is me! How can I raise my eyes upon my
friend and look at him, as I am ashamed before him, as it was I who aggravated him.””

He [Aaron] would then wait until he removed all the jealous rage from his heart. And

Aaron would then go to the other party, and say: “My son, have you seen what your

friend is doing? He is tearing apart his heart and ripping his garments saying "Woe is me!

How can I raise my eyes upon my friend and look at him, as I am ashamed before him, as

it was I who aggravated him.”” He [Aaron] would then wait until he removed all the

jealous rage from his heart.
And when the two parties would finally meet, they would hug and kiss each other.

Thus, it was said: “The whole house of Israel mourned Aaron for thirty days” (Numbers

20:29).
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And there is no one who is more humble of spirit than the peacemaker. Think about it:
how can a person pursue peace if s/he is not humble? How so? If a man curses him, he
says back to him, “Shalom.” If a person fights with him, he is silent. Furthermore, if two
people were fighting, he hunbles himself and goes to appease one, and then to appease
the other.




Likkutei Etzot, Shalom, #10 (Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav)
TIDNA KINY TNNR ¥ON NN NN ON TINYI TIVND XD 21 .09 I 1aND KN DYV 1Y
DAY DOYIN MY NINYI NNNRYI 12Y INY DIDY PXINNT 19IN DIV XINY T 1N . TRYTH 9I10)
;DU MDY PN INT NATTN 1 .DTPPI DIPYW MVUYS NI/NY ANRN IN ,Wnn D997 1Y
MY DNY DD YN P 1PHRINKNI DY NWIYY | MOWN 10D .09 MY P2 DYDY iV STnwnd
L0090

The essence of shalom is to unite two opposites. Therefore, do not be alarmed when you
meet someone whose opinions are diametrically opposed to yours, causing you to believe
that it is absolutely impossible to live with him/her in peace. Similarly, when you see two
people of extremely contrasting natures, do not say that it is impossible to make peace
between them. On the contrary, the very essence of peace is to strive for harmony
between opposites, just as God makes peace in the heavens between the contrasting
elements of fire and water.







