Hallel

1. Megillah 20a

MISHNAH. THE WHOLE OF THE DAY IS A PROPER TIME FOR THE READING OF
THE MEGILLAH AND FOR THE RECITING OF HALLEL....

FOR READING THE HALLEL: as it is wtitten, From the tising of the sun to its going down. R.
Joseph says: Because it is written, this is the day on which the Lord hath wrought.
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2, Arachin 10a

MISHNAH. THEY BLEW NEVER LESS THAN TWENTY-ONE BLASTS IN THE
SANCTUARY AND NEVER MORE THAN FORTY-EIGHT. THEY PLAYED NEVER ON
LESS THAN TWO HARPS, OR MORE THAN SIX, NOR EVER ON LESS THAN TWO
FLUTES OR MORE THAN TWELVE. ON TWELVE DAYS IN THE YEAR WAS THE
FLUTE [HALIL] PLAYED BEFORE THE ALTAR: AT THE KILLING OF THE FIRST
PASSOVER-SACRIFICE, AT THE KILLING OF THE SECOND PASSOVER-SACRIFICE,
ON THE FIRST FESTIVAL DAY OF PASSOVER, ON THE FESTIVAL DAY OF THE
FEAST OF WEEKS, AND ON THE EIGHT DAYS OF THE FEAST [OF TABERNACLES].
AND THEY DID NOT PLAY ON A PIPE [ABUB] OF BRONZE BUT ON A REED PIPE,
BECAUSE ITS TUNE IS SWEETER. ‘

ON TWELVE DAYS IN THE YEAR WAS THE FLUTE PLAYED etc. Why just on these days?
Because an individual completes the Hallel psalms on them. For R. Johanan said in the name of R.
Simeon b. Jehozadak: There ate eighteen days on which an individual completes the Hallel: the eight
days of the Feast [of Tabetnacles], the eight days of Hanukkah, the fitst F estival day of Passover and
the Festival day of the Feast of Weeks. In the exile [one praying individually completes the Hallel] on
twenty-one days: the nine days of the Feast [of Tabernacles], the eight days of Hanukkah, the two
Festival days of Passover, and the two Festival days of the Feast of Weeks. Why this difference that
on the Feast [of Tabernacles] we complete Hallel on all the days, and on the Passover Festival we do
not do so on all of its days? — The days of the Feast [of Tabernacles] are differentiated from one
another in respect of the sacrifices due thereon, wheteas the days of Passover are differentiated from
one another in respect of their sacrifices. Let it then be read on the Sabbath which is distinguished
by its sacrifices? — It [Sabbath] is not called a festival. But what of New Moon which is called a
festival, let the complete Hallel be said on it? — [New Moon] is not sanctified as to [prohibition of]
labout, as it is written: Ye shall have a song as in the night when 2 feast is hallowed, i.e., only the
night sanctified towards a festival requites a song, but the night which is not sanctified towards a
festival does not tequire a song. Then let the Hallel be said on the New Year and on the Day of
Atonement, both of which are called Festival and are sanctified by [the prohibition of] labout? —
That [is not possible] because of R. Abbahu, for R. Abbahu said: The ministeting angels said before
the Holy One, blessed be He: Why do not the Israelites sing a song before you on the New Year and
on the Day of Atonement? He answered them: Would that be possible; the King sits on the throne




of Judgment, with the books of those destined to live and destined to die before Him, and Israel
singing a song before Me? But there is Hanukkah, on which neither one not the other [condition
applies] and the Hallel is said? — That is due to the mitacle. Then let it be said on Putim, on which,
too, a miracle occurted? — Said R. Isaac: [It is not said] because no song [Hallel] is said for a mitacle
that occurred outside the [Holy] Land. To this R. Nahman b. Isaac demurred: But there is the
exodus from Egypt, which constitutes a mitacle that happened outside the Land, and yet we say
Hallel? — There it is due to the fact taught ,for it was taught: Before Istael entered the [Holy] Land,
all the lands wete considered fit for song to be said [if 2 mitacle had occurred in their boundaries];
once Israel had entered the Land, no othet countties wete consideted fit for song to be said. R.
Nahman, however, answeted: The reading [of the Megillah] that is its [Purim's] Hallel. Raba said: It
fits quite well thete: Praise ye setvants of the Lord, but not setvants of Pharaoh; but here ‘servants
of the Lord’, not servants of Ahasuetus. Sutely they ate still setrvants of Ahasuetus! But according to
R. Nahman who says the reading [of the Megillah] is its Hallel, was it not taught that after Israel had
entered the Land, no othet land was consideted fit to sing Hallel about? — After Israel was exiled
they [the other countties] wete testotred to their original fitness.
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3. Sukkah 38a

MISHNAH. IF A SLAVE, A WOMAN, OR A MINOR RECITED [THE HALLEL] TO HIM,




HE MUST REPEAT AFTER THEM WHAT THEY SAY, (AND A CURSE BE UPON HIM).’
IF A MAJOR RECITED TO HIM, HE REPEATS AFTER HIM [ONLY] HALLELUJAH.
WHERE THE CUSTOM OBTAINS TO REPEAT [THE VERSES], HE SHOULD REPEAT;
[WHERE THE CUSTOM IS] TO SAY THEM ONLY ONCE, HE SHOULD SAY THEM
ONCE; [WHERE THE CUSTOM OBTAINS] TO RECITE THE BENEDICTION, HE
SHOULD RECITE THE BENEDICTION. EVERYTHING IS DEPENDENT ON LOCAL
CUSTOM.
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Raba obsetved, One can deduce important decisions from the [present] custom of [reciting the]
Hallel. [Thus], since he says Hallelujah and they respond Hallelujah, it may be infetred thatitis a
religious duty to answer Hallelujah. Since he says, Praise Him, ye servants of the Lord, and they
[again] respond Hallelujah, it may be deduced that if a2 major recites [the Hallel] for one the latter
responds Hallelujah.
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4. Rashi:
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5. Sukkah 39a

WHERE THE CUSTOM OBTAINS TO REPEAT. It was taught, Rabbi used to repeat [certain]

words in it; R. Eleazar b. Perata used to augment [cettain] words in it. What is meant by ‘augment’

— Abaye explained, He augmented the doubling beginning with ‘T will give thanks unto Thee’ to

the end of the Psalm.u
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6. Brachot 33b

A certain [reader] went down in the presence of R. Hanina and said, O God, the great, mighty,
tetrible, majestic, powetful, awful, strong, featless, sure and honoured. He waited till he had finished,
and when he had finished he said to him, Have you concluded all the praise of your Master? Why do
we want all this? Even with these three that we do say, had not Moses our Master mentioned them
in the Law and had not the Men of the Great Synagogue come and inserted them in the Tefillah, we
should not have been able to mention them, and you say all these and still go on! It is as if an earthly
king had a million denatii of gold, and someone praised him as possessing silver ones. Would it not
‘be an insult to him?
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7. Megillah 18a

Seeing now that 2 hundred and twenty eldets, among whom wete many prophets. drew up the
prayets in the propet ordet, why did Siteon the Pakulite formulate them? — They were forgotten,
and he formulated them afresh. Beyond this it is forbidden to declate the praise of the Holy One,
blessed be He. Fot R. Eleazat said: What is the meaning of the verse, Who can express the mighty
acts of the Lotd, or make all his praise to be heatd? Fot whom is it fitting to express the mighty acts
of the Lotd? For one who can make all his praise to be heard. Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the
name of R. Johanan: One who descants upon the praises of the Holy One, blessed be He, to excess
is uprooted from the wotld, as it says, Shall it be told to him that I should speak? Should a man [try
to] say, sutely he would be swallowed up. R. Judah a man of Kefar Gibboraya, or, as some say, of
Kefar Gibbor Hayil, gave the following homily: What is meant by the verse, For thee silence 1s
praise? The best medicine of all is silence. When R. Dimi came, he said: In the West they say: A
wotd is worth a sela’, silence two sela's.
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8. Rosh Hashanah 32a

MISHNAH. THERE SHOULD BE RECITED NOT LESS THAN TEN KINGSHIP VERSES,
TEN REMEMBRANCE VERSES, AND TEN SHOFAR VERSES. R. JOHANAN B. NURI
SAID: IF THE READER SAYS THREE FROM EACH SET HE HAS FULFILLED HIS




OBLIGATION.

GEMARA. To what do these ten kingship vetses cortespond? — R. Levi said, To the ten
praises that David uttered in the book of Psalms. But thete ate a latge number of praises there? — It
means, those among which occurs, Praise him with the blowing of the shofar. R. Joseph said: To the
ten commandments that were spoken to Moses on Sinai. R. Johanan said: To the ten Utterances by
means of which the wotld was created. Which are they? The phrase ‘and he said’ occurs in the
account of the creation only nine times? — The words ‘in the beginning’ ate also an utterance, as it
is written, By the wotd of the Lord the heavens were made.
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9. Shabbat 118b

R. Jose said: May my portion be of those who eat three meals on the Sabbath. R. Jose [also] said:
May my pottion be of those who recite the entire Hallel every day. But that is not so, for a Mastetr
said: He who teads Hallel every day blasphemes and teproaches [the Divine Name]? — We tefer to

the “Verses of Song’.
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