The Halakhic Status of Christianity and Entering into Churches
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2 Ithe LORD am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage:
3 You shall have no other gods besides Me.

(Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 56) :31 =3 P77M0 "Ny .2

% RIP INRT: AN 127 IR 279 NMIN..ANT NTIY, DY N7, PINT: NI ORI MIXD YIV: 1337 0N
12 7Y R IMIR RIN 1Y, 197 AP T -D00YR LLOORN DOR 10 PY Yo InRY DIRD YY mnYR
. DMINR DOR

Our rabbis taught seven mitzvot were the sons of Noah commanded: the establishment of a judiciary for
civic order; to refrain from: blasphemy, idolatry, promiscuity, bloodshed, and robbery; eating flesh cut
from a living animal... Whence do we know this? Rabbi Yokhanan answered, scripture says ‘And God
commanded the Adam, saying of every tree in the Garden you may freely eat, ‘and God’ refers to
idolatry. As it says, ‘You shall have no alien gods’.
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...Nor cause others (heathens) to make a vow or swear by its name... This supports the position
of Samuel’s father. The father of Samuel said, one may not enter into a business partnership
with a heathen lest the latter be obliged to take an oath, (in connection with a business dispute)
and he swears by his idol, because the Torah has said, “neither let it be heard upon your mouth.”
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Nevertheless, in our times all of them swear by their sancta, to which deity is not attached. And
even though they invoke with them (the sancta) the Name of Heaven, and there is intent for
“some other entity”, nevertheless this does not have the status of alien worship. Indeed, they
intend the creator of Heaven. And even though they associate the Name of Heaven with “some
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other entity” there is no precedent to state that it is forbidden (to Jews) to cause others to
associate (“some other entity” with the Name of Heaven). As to the prohibition of placing a
stumbling block in front of the blind (that is to say contributing to or enabling the sins of others),
it is not relevant in this case because those under the Noahide covenant have not been so
instructed.
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Note: And there are those who take a permissible stance in the matter of establishing partnerships with
non-Jews in our days, because the non-Jews in our time do not make oaths in the name of “idol worship™.
And even though they mention the name of the object of their alien worship, nevertheless their intent is
for the Creator of Heaven and Earth, but they associate the Name of Heaven with that “other name”. We
do not have any precedent that this transgresses “and before the blind you shall not place a stumbling
block™ (because they are not instructed against such association).
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As to the matter itself, how does that scholar know that gentiles are not instructed against
association (of some other entity with God)? And even though this is commonly expressed by
many Rabbinic scholars that gentiles are not commanded in the matter of association; and even
though many books of Midrash and Agadah regularly make use of this precedent, I have toiled
long and hard and I have not found this in either of the two Talmuds, neither the Bavly, nor the
Yerushalmi, nor in any of the works of the Rishonim. And if this was true then Maimonides
should have recorded it in his Laws of Kings and Monarchy as a decided matter of law, that a
gentile is not instructed to engage in alien worship by association of some other entity with God.
Why did he omit this law?

And it seems to me that in the matter of this widespread assumption, this notion that gentiles are
not warned against such association is in error. This is so because note was taken of Tosafot in
B’khorot 2b where it is written that it is common practice to make partnerships with gentiles
because they take oaths upon their sancta. And even though they associate the Name of Heaven
with some other being, there is no concern, in such a case, about “do not place a stumbling
block”, because they are not commanded against such association. It is this passage that has




caused many scholars to err when they thought that it is the intent of Rabbi Moses Isserles that a
gentile is not instructed against alien worship through association. But the truth is not so. The
intent of the Tosafot and of Rabbi Moses Isserles refers only to the association of the Name of
Heaven with something else in an oath, that in such a case this is not considered actual idol
worship, rather it is an act of associating the Name of Heaven with some other entity, and in such
a case he is not calling upon the Name of God. And he is not saying you are my God. Rather, he
is mentioning him in his oath with the Name of Heaven as an honorific. In this matter we find
that it is forbidden for a Jew, as it is written, “and you shall take oaths by the Name of God”. It
is a warning to the Jewish people that they should take oaths only by His name, blessed is He,
and not associate with the Name of Heaven any other being. And the gentiles are not warned
about such association. However, when someone is engaged in alien worship through
association of another entity, there is no distinction between an Israelite and a gentile.
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(Maimonides, Egypt, 1135-1204)
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Is it permissible to travel there (to a city where there is an idolatrous festival) on a dedicated road...
Because under no circumstances is it permissible to enter a city in which there takes place alien worship.
How much more so to dwell there or to engage in commerce there... And therefore it is important to
know that any city of the cities of Christian civilization that has in it a bama, by which | mean to say their
house of prayer, which is without doubt a house of alien worship, this is a city through which intentional
transit is not permitted. How much more so to live there? However, God has placed us in their domain
to the extent that we are compelled to live in their cities. This is in fulfillment of His punishing warning
to us, “And you will worship there other gods, the handiwork of humans, wood and stone.” And if this is
the law that applies to the city, how much more so is this the law in a house of alien worship itself, in
which it is almost prohibited to catch a glimpse of it, how much more so to go near to it, and how much
more so to enter it?
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[One Rabbi said to the other] “it is better to travel on the road towards a house of immorality [and
receive reward for suppressing our desires] than to travel on the road towards a house of idol worship:
from here it can be derived that one should avoid coming near a house of idolatry as much as humanly -
possible as it is written “distance from yourself its path and do not come near its place of dwelling,”
(Proverbs, chapter 5) and this verse was previously described [by the Talmud] as pertaining to idolatry,
for we see that he [the Rabbi who spoke to his colleague] preferred to walk on the road towards a house
of immorality [as a matter of Jewish law].
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Someone who is subject to capital punishment (by the state) is permitted to flee to a house of idolatry to save himself.
(Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, Israel, 1915-2006) ¥ n'o 1" 7'7n Ary'N y'x .10
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We have learned clear lessons from these, the sacred words of Maimonides, that the matter is as clear
as the law of an “egg in kutah” (see Yoma 78b). It is forbidden to enter a house of idol worship, and not
only that, it is forbidden even to glimpse. Indeed, | remember from my childhood that when we had to
pass by one of their prominent churches our elders would urge us not to look in their direction; and to
hasten to recite three times: shaketz... And it appears that the basis of this is these words of
Maimonides. And as to the practice of running past them, we find something similar in the Shulkhan
Arukh in reference to someone who passes ‘neath an ashera, even though the two are not actually
comparable. Because in the case of the ashera that is the definitive law, in our situation the basis of
rushing past is an act of piety.
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Churches that presently are not used at all for religious worship, but rather serve the purpose of tourists
and tourism...and the purpose is to be impressed by the structure of the church just as one visits a
museum, (per your inquiry) it seems there is no prohibition to enter into and to visit. And there is such a
proof from Rabbi Eliezer of Metz. As he writes, “if alien worship was served in this building then even if
that took place on a regular basis there is no prohibition against praying there”. From all this it is clear
that as long as it is no longer used as a house of prayer, then the church itself is not prohibited.
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And as regards entering a church, in advance of purchasing the building [to use as a synagogue], [Rabbi
Elyashiv] said there is no prohibition because you are not entering a place of prayer, but rather you
enter in order to nullify its sanctity.

(Rav Ovadia Yosef, Israel, 1920-2013) T0 'o0 o"n NN ,' 770 Mk v .13
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Is it permissible for one to pray in the Makhpelah Sepulcher without any concerns about the mosque
that the Arabs have established there, or is it preferable to avoid praying there? And it appears from
precedent that Muslims do not have a status of alien worship, and therefore it is permissible to pray in
their houses of worship. Therefore it is not prohibited to enter the Makpelah Sepulcher and to pray

there.
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Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was executed by the court was also alluded to in
Daniel's prophecies, as ibid. 11:14 states: 'The vulgar among your people shall exalt themselves in an
attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall stumble." Can there be a greater stumbling block than him? All
the prophets spoke of Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and their savior who would gather their
dispersed and strengthen their observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, this person caused the Jews to be
slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the majority
of the world to err and serve a god other than the Lord.

Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within the power of man to comprehend, for His
ways are not our ways, nor are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Jesus of Nazareth
and that Ishmaelite who arose after him will only serve to prepare the way for Mashiach's coming and the
improvement of the entire world, motivating the nations to serve God together as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'l
will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and serve Him
with one purpose.'

How will this come about? The entire world has already become filled with the mention of Mashiach,
Torah, and mitzvot. These matters have been spread to the furthermost islands to many stubborn-hearted
nations. They discuss these matters and the mitzvot of the Torah, saying: "These mitzvot were true, but
were already negated in the present age and are not applicable for all time.'

Others say: Tmplied in the mitzvot are hidden concepts that cannot be understood simply. The Mashiach
has already come and revealed those hidden truths.’

When the true Messianic king will arise and prove successful, his position becoming exalted and uplifted,
they will all return and realize that their ancestors endowed them with a false heritage and their prophets
and ancestors caused them to err.




