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Four questions, at Icast, at the heart of our lives: Where are we going? How do we get there?
Who are we partnering with? What do I need in order to take the first step?

Other than the life that you are living right now, how many other lives could’ve you lived? How
many can you still live? Could there be more than one right choice?

And what happened when God lost God’s Vision in response to these questions? Rav Kook and
the Talmud’s retelling of Creation will be our guides in the mazc of re/claiming God’s vision and
leading our communities (and oursclves) to a Whole and Holier manifestation!
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R. Simeon b. Pazzi pointed out a contradiction [between verses]. One verse says: And God made
the two great lights,2 and tmmediately the verse continues: The greater light . . . and the lesser
light. The moon said unto the Holy One, blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Is it possible
for two kings to wear one crown’? He answered: ‘Go then and make thyself smaller’. ‘Sovereign
of the Universe’! cried the moon, ‘Because I have suggested that which is proper must I then

make myself smaller’? He replied: ‘Go and thou wilt rule by day and by night’. ‘But what is the
value of this’? cried the moon; “Of what use is a lamp in broad daylight’? Ie replied: “‘Go. Isracl
shall reckon by thee the days and the years’. “But it is impossible’, said the moon, ‘to do without
the sun for the reckoning of the seasons, as it is written: And let them be for signs, and for
seasons, and for days and years.” ‘Go. The righteous shall be named after theed as we find, Jacob
the Small, Samuel the Small, David the Small’, On seeing that it would not be consoled the Holy
One, blessed be He, said: “Bring an atonement for Me for making the moon smaller’. This is
what was meant by R. Simeon b. Lakish when he declared: Why is it that the he-goat offered on
the new moon is distinguished in that there is written concerning it unto the Lord?8 Because the
Holy One, blessed be He, said: Let this he-goat be an atonement for Me for making the moon
smaller. (Babylonian Talmud, Chulin 60b)




The Quest for the Individual Self / Rav Kook (d.1935) / Orot Hakodesh 111, p.140

“AND 1 WAS Exiled ."The unique inner self of both the individual and the community and only y reveals its inner

nature according to the level of its spiritual purity, according to its higher strength (Gevurah) which absorbs from the
pure upper light of Keter, which burns within it.

We sinned with our Ancestors, the sin of the first man, who became alien from himself. He turned to the wisdom of the
snake, and lost himself, therefore he could not give a clear answer to the question "Where are you", because he didn't
know his own soul as his true self was lost to him in the sin of bowing to an alien god ,which was also the sin of Tsrael,
who lusted after alien gods. In abandoning its independent identity, Israel abandoned the Good.

The sin of the land similarly obscured its identity, contracting and limiting its strength , it went after alien tendencies,
s0 it couldn't reveal its hidden strength, in which the tree could taste as the fruit, as the land raised her eyes to what was
outside it, to think about fate and careers. The moon rebelled, and lost its inner quality, the joy of its portion, as it
dreamed of an external Kingly glory. Thus goes the world, and the loss of self of every individual and of the collective.

Wise educators come, and focus on externality. They also separate wisdom from the self, add straw to the blaze; they
feed the thirsty with vinegar, fattening the mind and the heart with everything that is external to them, and the I
becomes more and more forgotten. And since there is no I, there can be no He, and certainly no Thou
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