
Dvar Torah Vayera 

Genesis 18:1 

Now the Lord appeared to him in the plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the entrance of the tent 

when the day was hot. 

Rashi: 

 לבקר את החולה. אמר רבי חמא בר חנינא יום שלישי למילתו היה, ובא הקב"ה ושאל בשלומו

This verse raises a number of questions. 

1. When did God appear to Abraham?  Rashi says it was on the third day after his circumcision, 

others suggest it was on that very same day.  

2. What did Abraham see? The Rashbam says that it was the angels who came to visit him and the 

message they brought.  See also the debate between the Rambam and the Ramban as to what 

Abraham “saw” 

3. Unlike earlier revelations to Abraham, there is no direct mention of God saying anything to him. 

Some suggest that the content is provided later on in his discussion with the angels. 

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik describes this encounter as a moment of transformation from a formal 

contractual relationship to God to one of friendship.  The following excerpt is taken from 

Abraham’s Journey: Reflections on the Life of the Founding Patriarch by Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


