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Kedushat Levi (Ki Tissa) R. Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev

"According to their enrollment” (Ex.30:11).

The word liphkudeyhem infers lack. We should always see ourselves as we are in truth, that we
have not yet even set out on our path to serve God. The capacity to see ourselves clearly will
then help us to sense what stage we might actually have achieved, where we truly stand. But, if
we were to think (heaven forefend!) that we actually have succeeded in serving God, we would
in that way show that we have not attained any degree of service of the Blessed Creator.

This is suggested in the verse, "When you take a census (lift up the heads) of the Israelites”

(Ex 30:11) - to raise them up to some spiritual attainment - then the most important thing to do 1s
“according to their enrollment (liphkudeyhem)” - let them be aware of their spiritual deficiency,
as in "but David's place remained vacant (vayippaked mekom David)” (1 Sam.20:25). In this
manner they will truly come to see their "appointment,” that is their lack, that they have not yet
achieved anything in the service of the Blessed Creator.

This is supported in the phrase, "each shall pay a ransom for himself (kopher naphsho)",
"kopher" meaning attachment, as in "cover (vekhapharta) it inside and out with pitch
(hekopher)” (Gen.6:14). When are we attached to God? "When they are enrolled (bephekod
otam)". once we know our own deficiencies in divine service, then we can truly become
connected with the Holy One.

From CHEMA4KIDS.COM

We love the INERT gases. Some scientists used to call them the NOBLE gases.
These gases are another family of elements and all of them are located in the far right
column of the periodic table.....This family has the happiest elements of all.

Why are they happy?.....Happy atoms have full shells. All of the inert gases have
full outer shells with eight electrons [except Helium, which has two electrons in its full
outer shell].....The fact that their outer shells are full means that they are quite happy not
reacting with other elements.....That NONREACTIVITY is why they are called “inert”.
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[here are the so-called inert gases in the air we breathe. They
bear curious Greek names of erudite derivation which mean
“the New,” “the Hidden,” “the Inactive,” and ‘“‘the Alien.”
They are indeed so inert, so satisfied with their condition, that
they do not interfere in any chemical reaction, do not combine
with any other element, and for precise]y this reason have gone
undetected for centuries.

I'he little that I know about my ancestors presents many
similarities to these gases. Not all of them were materially inert,
for that was not granted them. On the contrary, they were—or
had to be—-quite active, in order to earn a living and because of
a reigning morality that held that “he who does not work shall
not cat.” But there is no doubt that they were inert in their
inner spirits, inclined to disinterested speculation, witty dis-
courses, elegant, sophisticated, and gratuitous discussion. It can
hardly be by chance that all the deeds attributed to them,
though quite various, have in common a touch of the static, an
attitude of dignified abstention, of voluntary (or accepted)
relegation to the margins of the great river of life. Noble, inert,
and rare: their history is quite poor when compared to that of
other illustrious Jewish communities in Italy and Europe.
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on Jewisn teacning the Messiah has not yet come.
Indeed, since the Jews of all generations recite the Maimonidean credo every
day of their lives,® as will those of all future generations, the logic of this
formulation entails that—if one may put it like this—the Messiah will always
not yet have come, into all historical eternity. 1t is his coming, or rather the
expectation of his coming, not his arrival, his “advent,” that is obligatory Jew-
ish faith.

We ought to dwell for another moment on my earlier assertion that,
Jewishly, the Messiah not only has not come but also will never have come—
that he will always be coming. This is, to be sure, a radical assertion. It must
scandalize Christians, for it flies in the face of the central Christian theo-
logumenon that the Messiah has, in fact, come—at least the first time.}* (I am
Jeaving aside the even more fundamental deification of the person of the
Messiah.) The eternal futurity of the Messiah, translated into operational lan-
guage, asserts that no smallest time-unit nor any smallest space-unit in the
universe is as yet, or will ever have been, redeemed. Indeed, what is asserted
is that the universe is always infinitely different from what God wants it to be
and what we must, therefore, make it, insofar as this lies within and perhaps
beyond our power.
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It was taught: When a person plasters his/her entire
house, he/she should leave a small section, in
remembrance of Jerusalem. When a person
prepares a feast, one small element should be
omitted, in remembrance of Jerusalem. When a
woman dons her finery, one small piece should be
left out, in remembrance of Jerusalem. For it is
written: “If I forget you, O Jerusalem.....”
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Shout, ) barren ane,
\ o wao bore no chiald!
Shout aload for joy,
\ ou wiho did not traval
For the children of the wife forlorn
uunnuber those of the espoused
—said the Lorn.
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said Rabbi Levi. [God said:] When she {Jerusalem]

was built up, she produced for Me rogues, such as

Ahaz, Manasseh, and Amon. When she was ?(S\K'TA DE-RAV KAH"/\)/‘\-,
desolate, she produced for Me righteous people, ,.Rw\) C AKARAH
such as Daniel and his cohorts, Mordekhai and his '

cohorts, Ezra and his cohorts.

Rabbi Aha said in the name of Rabbi Johanan: [God

said | Many were the righteous people she produced

for Me when she was desolate, much more than she

produced wher she was built up



