A Theology of Frogs

These sources below deal with the plague of frogs and the assertion of the Zhar in Text 2 that the
plagues had a healing component for the Israelites in Egypt. The rest of the sources deal with this
“healing”, in which the frogs model behavior and knowledge worthy of emulation. Some playful, yet
serious Torah, good for this week and your seder.

1. Isaiah Chapter 19

22. And the Lotd shall strike Egypt; he shall strike and heal it; and they shall return to the Lord, and
he shall be entreated of them, and shall heal them.

23. In that day there shall be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come to
Egypt, and the Egyptian to Assyria, and the Egyptians shall worship with the Assyrians.

24. In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the
land;

25. Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work
of my hands, and Israel my inheritance.
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R. Hezekiah drew the same inference from the verse, “And the Lord shall smite Egypt, smiting and
healing” (Isa. XIX, 22), i.e. smiting the Egyptians and healing Israel.

3. Exodus 7:26-29, 8:2

26. And the Lotd spoke to Moses, Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, Thus said the Lord, Let my
people go, that they may serve me.

27. And if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your borders with frogs;

28. And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into your house,
and into your bed chamber, and upon your bed, and into the house of your servants, and upon your
people, and into your ovens, and into your kneading troughs;

29. And the frogs shall come up both on you, and upon your people, and upon all your servants.

2. And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and
covered the land of Egypt.




4. Yalkut Shimoni
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Tzipur that has De-ah ; Bird with discernment, for when birds are thirsty and are afraid to drink
water, they call out to them and tell them; Come and drink and do not be afraid.

5. Yerushalmi Brachot
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If one was praying (Amidah)on Shabbat, and forgot and recited the Daily Amidah, Rav
Chunah said there was a debate between Rav Nachman bar Yakkov and Rav Sheshet. One
says stop immediatly even in the middle of the bracha and one says complete the bracha.
They both admit that in the bracha of honen ha-daat, that you complete it. This is like the
position of Rebbe who said: I am in perplexed how they removed the blessing for honen
ha-daat in the Amidah for Shabbat. If there is no discernment, how can there be Shabbat?

6. Pesachim 53b

The scholars asked: Was Thaddeus, the man of Rome, a great man or a powerful man?
— Come and hear: This too did Thaddeus of Rome teach: What [reason] did Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah see that they delivered themselves, for the sanctification of the
[Divine] Name, to the fiery furnace?

They argued a kal v’chomer to themselves: if frogs, which are not commanded
concerning the sanctification of the [Divine] Name, yet it is written of them, and they
shall come up and go into thy house . . . and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading
troughs: when are the kneading troughs to be found near the oven? When the oven is
hot. We, who are commanded concerning the sanctification of the Name, how much the
more so.
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7. Rashi 8:2

and the frogs came up Heb literally and the frog came up/ It was one frog' and they [the
Egyptians] hit it' and it split into many swarms of frogs/ This is its midrashic interpretation
(Tanchuma' Va’era 14)
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Sources and ideas taken from Rabbi Baruch Simon: ‘Imrei Baruch”




