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Deuteronomy 33:4 
 

ה לָנו צִוָה תּוֹרָה ת מוֹרָשָה מֹשֶׁ יַּעֲקֹב קְהִלַּ  
 
The Torah that Moses commanded us is an inheritance for the congregation of Jacob. 

 

The Torah reading for Simchat Torah includes this verse. Some suggest that this is the first phrase 
of Torah that should be taught to a child learning how to speak. There are many interpretations of 
this verse. I have only selected one to look at briefly. 

 
Sanhedrin 91b 

 
Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Whoever withholds a halachah (legal teaching) from his 
disciple is as though he had robbed him of his ancestral heritage, as it is written, Moses 
charged us with the Teaching (Torah) As the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.  
It is an inheritance destined for all Israel from the six days of Creation. 

 
+ ג"ל דברים+ שנאמר, אבותיו מנחלת גוזלו כאילו  -תלמיד מפי הלכה המונע כל: רב אמר יהודה רב אמר

בראשית ימי מששת ישראל לכל היא מורשה, יעקב קהלת מורשה משה לנו צוה תורה  
 
While this passage does focus on halachah, I think we can extrapolate this idea as applying to all of 
Torah. To hold back knowledge of Torah is to steal someone’s Jewish heritage. This of course poses 
a challenge, as all teachers must make decisions as to what to teach and when, and what is age 
appropriate. However, it does force us to confront that when we fail to teach or offer directions in 
practice, we are robbing someone of their inheritance which they are entitled to receive. 
 
The Maharsha, Rabbi Samuel Eidels (1555–1631),(see below) offers a different interpretation to the 
Talmud passage. He suggests the concern is not withholding the information, but rather not 
teaching it clearly.  The responsibility of the teacher is to insure that the teaching is fully understood 
by the student and “fluent in his mouth”. Failing to do so is the act of stealing. While this may have 
its origins in the oral transmission of Torah, the application of it certainly is relevant today. The 
Maharsha asserts that Jews by nature are prepared to study Torah. It becomes our responsibility to 
properly teach them. 
 
 

 א חידושי אגדות מסכת סנהדרין דף צא עמוד ב"מהרש
' פרידא שהיה למד עם תלמידו ד' ל שאינו לומד עם התלמיד כר"ר. 'כל המונע הלכה מפי תלמיד כאלו גוזלו כו
גורה לו בפה ש המונע הלכה מפי תלמידו ללמוד עמו עד שתהא ש"מאות פעמים עד שהיתה שגורה לו בפה וז

א לו ללמדו הרי גוזלו מנחלת אבותיו שהתורה היא מורשה "לפי שאומר הרב שאין התלמיד הגון וראוי לכך וא
ל לפי בריאותם וטבעם מששת ימי בראשית מוכנים כל ישראל ללמוד "לכל ישראל מששת ימי בראשית ר

 :תורה
 


