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Deuteronomy 33:4
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The Torah that Moses commanded us is an inheritance for the congregation of Jacob.

The Torah reading for Simchat Torah includes this verse. Some suggest that this is the first phrase
of Torah that should be taught to a child learning how to speak. There are many interpretations of
this verse. I have only selected one to look at briefly.

Sanhedrin 91b

Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Whoever withholds a halachah (legal teaching) from his
disciple is as though he had robbed him of his ancestral heritage, as it is written, Moses
charged us with the Teaching (Torah) As the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.
It is an inheritance destined for all Israel from the six days of Creation.
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While this passage does focus on halachah, I think we can extrapolate this idea as applying to all of
Torah. To hold back knowledge of Torah is to steal someone’s Jewish heritage. This of course poses
a challenge, as all teachers must make decisions as to what to teach and when, and what is age
appropriate. However, it does force us to confront that when we fail to teach or offer directions in
practice, we are robbing someone of their inheritance which they are entitled to receive.

The Maharsha, Rabbi Samuel Eidels (1555-1631),(see below) offers a different interpretation to the
Talmud passage. He suggests the concern is not withholding the information, but rather not
teaching it clearly. The responsibility of the teacher is to insure that the teaching is fully understood
by the student and “fluent in his mouth”. Failing to do so is the act of stealing. While this may have
its origins in the oral transmission of Torah, the application of it certainly is relevant today. The
Maharsha asserts that Jews by nature are prepared to study Torah. It becomes our responsibility to
propetly teach them.

2 MY XY 97 1P97700 NI0N MTIN SYITIN N/YINN
1T YNRON DY THY PIY NI /9D TRONN OV TMY INONRY D79 719 1930 DN TN »91 NoDN ¥nn Do
119239 NAMNY XNNY TY 1Y TIIDY YNRHN 291 DD YNNI WY N9 1D NINY NIV TY DY NINND
NYNIN NN DNNNY PMIAN NDNIN 1T N ITHOD 1D XX TOD NI DN PHRONN PRY 2970 IINY 29D
TIAOH HNIY DO DI9IN MWNID M NYWHN DYV DNINIIA QY Y77 IPYNIL MDY NYYN HNIY HIY
(NN




