A There was once a king who so loved music that he directed his musicians to play before him each
morning. The musicians came to the palace and performed, not only because the king had asked them to, but
aiso because they loved and respected him and valued their chance to be in his presence. So every morning
they played for the king with enthusiasm and delight. For many years all went well. The musicians enjoyed
playing each morning for the king and the king enjoyed listening to their music.

Eventually, those musicians died, and their children sought to take their places. But the children had neither
mastered the art of their parents, nor had they kept their instruments in proper condition. Worse still, the
children no longer loved the king as did their parents. They just blindly followed their parents’ custom of
arriving each morning at the palace to perform. But the harsh sounds of their music and the disinterest with
which they played were so offensive to the king’s ear that after a time he ceased listening.

But then some of the children developed a renewed love and reverence for the king, however pale compared
to the love and reverence of their parents, and they realized that _the king had stopped listening to their
uninspired music. Although they wanted to perform to honor the kiQig, they recognized that their inadequate
skills made them unworthy to play before him.

So they set about the difficult task of relearning the forgotten art that should have been their inheritance from
their parents. Every day, before coming to the king, they spent time tuning their instruments. Upon entering
the palace concert room and hearing the racket of the other musicians, they sought out an obscure corner for
themselves where they could play undisturbed. They also remained long after the other musicians had
departed, so that they might improve their skill. And in their homes they continued to practice and to struggle
with their instruments as best they could.

The king was aware of their efforts and was pleased, for even though they did not play with the same talent as
their parents, still they strove, to the best of their abilities, to once more bring pleasure and joy to the king.

Thus their music was received with great favor.
R’ Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev
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When they told R. Yohanan that there were old men in Babylon,
he showed astonishment and said: Why, it is written: That your
days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, upon the
land; but not outside the land [of Israel}! When they told him that
they came early to the Synagogue and left it late, he said: That is
what helps them. Even as R. Joshua b. Levi said to his children:
Come early to the Synagogue and leave it late that you may five
long. R. Aha son of R. Hanina says: Which verse [may be quoted in
support of this]? Happy is the man that hearkeneth to Me,
watching daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors, after
which it is written: For whoso findeth me findeth life. R. Hisda
says: A person always enter two doors into the Synagogue. What
is the maaning of two doors'? Say: The distance of two doors, and
then one can pray. Talmud Bavli, Brakhot8a

A person always enters two doors in the synagogue, and then prays. There are those who say
that the one door is For my sake the world was created 9T X733 93w - and the

second door is | am but dust and ashes —8K) 99y IR,

Sefer Kol Mevasser, Parashat Bereishit
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C To pray is to take notice of the wonder, to regain a sense of the mystery that animates all

beings, the divine margin in all attainments. Prayer is our humble answer to the inconceivable
surprise of living.

Prayer... is an insight into the mystery of reality; it is, first of all, the sense of the ineffable that
enables us to pray.

As long as we refuse to take notice of what is beyond our sight, beyond our reason, as long as we are
blind to the mystery of being, the way to prayer is closed to us. If the rising of the sun is but a daily
routine of nature there is no reason for us to praise the Lord for the sun and for the life we live.

The way to prayer leads through acts of wonder and radical amazement. The illusion of total
intelligibility, the indifference to the mystery that is everywhere, the foolishness of ultimate
self-reliance, are serious obstacles on the way. It is in the moment of our being faced with the
mystery of living and dying, of knowing and not knowing, of loving and the inability to love that we

pray, that we address ourselves to the One who is beyond the mystery.
Abraham Joshua Heschel, Quest for God, p. 63

One evening, when we were already resting on the floor of our hut, dead tired, soup bowls in hand, a

fellow prisoner rushed in and asked us to run out to the assembly grounds and see the wonderful

sunset. Standing outside we saw sinister clouds glowing in the west and the whole sky alive with

clouds of ever-changing shapes and colors, from steel blue to blood red. The desolate grey mud huts

provided a sharp contrast, while the puddlies on the muddy ground reflected the glowing sky. Then,

after minutes of moving silence, one prisoner said to another, “How beautiful the world could be.”
Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning, p. 51

The Ari 2”1 wrote: The joy of serving God
should be greater than any other joy in the
world... and... Torah and prayer require a
state of joyousness, Now, to be sure, it

D R. Abba bar Yadin said: That which renders an animal
pasul (unkosher) makes a person kosher. An animal is pasul
if it is "blind, broke, maimed, or has a growth" (Lev. 22:22).

[These very things] make a person kosher: "A broken and
contrite heart..." (Psalms 51:19). R. Alcasandrei said: When a
common person uses broken vessels it is a disgrace on him.

But for God, this is not the case. God only uses vesséls that
are broken, "Close to God are the broken hearted” (Psalm
34:9), "The healer of the broken hearted..." (Psalm 140:3), "A
contrite and crushed heart God will not despise”.(Psalm
51:19). Therefore Hosea warned Israel, saying "Return, O
Israel” (Hosea 14:2).

Pesikta d’Rav Kahana
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occasionally happens that we are pained and
depressed by suffering, or something else
grieves us, so that it is impossible to pray
with joy. Nevertheless, prayer in pain and
tears is acceptable and, moreover, becomes
a wrapper to [envelop] all prayers.. the
prayer of the afflicted envelopes all other

prayers.
R. Yaakov Yosef of Polennoye, Toledot
Yaakov Yosef, Shelah
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E * There was a man from Ramathaim of the Zuphites, in the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of
Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. > He had two wives, one named Hannah and the other Peninnah;
Peninnah had children, but Hannah was childless. * This man used to go up from his town every year to worship and to offer
sacrifice to the Lord of Hosts at Shiloh. — Hophni and Phinehaos, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the Lord there.

* One such day, Elkanah offered a sacrifice. He used to give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; * but
to Hannah he would give one portion only — though Hannah was his favorite — for the Lord had closed her womb. © Moreover,
her rival, to make her miserable, would taunt her that the Lord had closed her womb. ” This happened year after year: Every time
she went up to the House of the Lord, the other would taunt her, so that she wept and would not eat. ° Her husband Elkanah said
to her, "Hannah, why are you crying and why aren't you eating? Why are you so sad? Am | not more devoted to you than ten

sons?”

° After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Honnoh rose. — The priest EIi was sitting on the seat near the doorpost of the temple
of the Lord. — * In her wretchedness, she prayed to the Lord, weeping all the while. ** And she made this vow: "0 Lord of Hosts, if
You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me and not forget Your maidservant, and If You will
grant Your maidservant a male child, | will dedicate him to the Lord for all the days of his life; and no razor shall ever touch his

head.”

* As she kept on praying before the Lord, Eli watched her mouth. © Now Hannah was praying in her heart; only her lips moved,
but her voice could not be heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. * Eli said to her, "How long will you make a drunken spectacle of
yourself? Sober up!" 15 And Hannuh replied, "Oh no, my lord! 1 am a very unhappy woman. | have drunk no wine or other strong
drink, but | have been pouring out my heart to the Lord. ** Do not toke your maidservant for a worthless woman; 1 have only been

speaking all this time out of my great anguish and distress.” ¥ "Then
go in peace,"” said Eli, "and may the God of Israel grant you what you
have asked of Him.” ** She answered, "You are most kind to your
handmaid.” So the woman left, and she ate, and was no longer
downcast. ® Early next morning they bowed low before the Lord, and
they went back home to Ramah.

| Samuel 1:1-19

R. Hamnuna said: How many important laws can we learn
from these verses relating to Hannah!

Now Hannah, she spoke in her heart: from this we learn that
one who prays must have kavannah, intentionality...

Said Hannah before the Holy One, blessed be He; Sovereign

of the Universe, of all the hosts and hosts that Thou hast

created in Thy world, is it so hard in Thy eyes to give me one
son? A parable: To what is this matter like? To a king who
made a feast for his servants, and a poor man came and
stood by the door and said to them, Give me a bite, and no
one paid any attention to him, so he forced his way into the
presence of the king and said to him, Your Majesty, out of all
the feast which you made, is it so hard in your eyes to give
me one bite?

If You will indeed look (I Samuel 1:11). Rabbi Eleazar said:
Hannah said before the Blessed Holy One: ‘Sovereign of the
Universe, if You will look, then good. If You will not look, |
will go and shut myself up with some other man in the
knowledge of my husband Elkanah. And since | will have
been alone [with a man other than my husband], they will
make me drink the water of the suspected wife, and You
cannot falsify Your law, which says: She shall be cleared and
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shall conceive seed (Numbers 5:28)...

Now Hannah, she spoke in her heart. R. Eleazar said in the name of R. Jose b. Zimra: She spoke concerning her
heart. She said before God: Sovereign of the Universe, among all the things that You have created in a woman,
You have not created one without a purpose: eyes to see, ears to hear, a nose to smell, a mouth to speak,
hands to do work, legs to walk with, breasts to give suck. These hreasts that You have put on my heart, were
they not to give suck? Give me a son, so that | may nurse with them.

R. Eleazar also said: Hannah spoke insolently toward heaven, as it says, And Hannah prayed at the Lord
{vatitpalel al hashem). This teaches that she spoke insolently toward heaven,

R. Eleazar also said: Elijah spoke insolently toward heaven, as it says, For You turned their heart backwards. (1
Kings 18:37)

Talmud Bavli, Brakhot 31b

Good morning -- Master of the Universe,
1, Levi Yitzhak, the son of Sarah, from Berditchev,
approach You with a grievance on behalf of Your people, israel.

What do You want of Your people Israel?

For everywhere 1 look it says, “Say to the Children of Israel.”
And every other verse says, “Speak to the Children of Israel.”
And over and over, “Command the Children of Israel.”

Father, sweet Father in Heaven,

How many nations are there in the world?

Persians, Babylonians, Edomites.

The Russians, what do they say? That their Czar is their only ruler,
The Prussians, what do they say? That their Kaiser is supreme.

And the English, what do they say? That their King is the sovereign.

But |, Levi Yitzhak son of Sarah of Berditcheyv,
say, “Yisgadal v'yiskadash sh’mei rabboh --
Magnified and sanctified is Thy Name.”

And |, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah of Berditchev, -
say, From my stand | will not waver and from my place I shall not move
until there is an end to this Exile. :

“Yisgadal v’yiskadash sh’mei rabboh -- Magnified and sanctified is only Thy Name.”
Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev , A Din Toireh mit Gott - God on Trial

That night | addressed a meeting of African township ministers in Cape Town. | mention this because
the opening prayer of one of the ministers has stayed with me over these many years and was a
source of strength at a difficult time. He thanked the Lord for His bounty and goodness, for His mercy
and His concern for all men. But then he took the liberty of reminding the Lord that some of His
subjects were more downtrodden than others, and that it sometimes seemed as though He was not
paying attention. The minister then said that if the Lord did not show a little more initiative in leading
the black man to salvation, the black man would have to take matters in his own two hands. Amen.
~Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela p. 265
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