The Last Verse

4:11) and should not I feel pity for Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are many than a hundred and twenty myriads persons who does not know
his right from his left, and many beasts as well."

Rashi

11. Asher Lo Yada Rashi explains that the description of people

"who do not know their right hand from their left" refers to children

who would have been killed in the destruction of Nineveh.
B’haimah This word usually refers to "large animals". Rashi

understands this term in contrast to the previous phrase to refer to

grown adults whose thinking is like that of animals who do not

know who created them.

Ibn Ezra
11. Shtayem Esray Reebo, a hundred and twenty thousand. Ibn

Ezra does not take this number to be the population of Nineveh, or
the number of people who had repented for their sins but rather the
number of people who had not sinned, young children, also there
are in the city innocent animals. These two categories of beings,
young children and animals could not be expected to have moral
judgment yet they would have been destroyed with the rest of the
city. For this is the way we must reason understanding that its
destruction would have been complete, like the destruction of
Sodom, destroying every living thing. And this matter is known in

all the world.

Kimchi

Asher Lo Yada, That they are children who do not know the
difference between their right and their left. And they have no sin
and deserve no punishment except on account of their parents. And
because the parents repented they are without punishment. And so
the many animals they had in the city. And the animal deserved no
punishment and all of these deserve concern and protection and
even more so because of their number.

Abravanel

11. And if so how “Ani Lo Achus Al-Nineveh Shehi Hair Hag’dolah,
Can I not take pity on Nineveh, that great city?” God says to Jonah,
“And it is the work of My hand of which to be proud. And between
it’s size and strength it is not a Kikayon plant.” For behold “Yesh-
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Bah Harbei, For it has in it many.” more “Mishteim-Esrei Ribo
Adam, Than twelve myriads people.” And each “Ribo, myriad” is
10,000. And it is more appropriate to take pity on them. And you
cannot say that you did not pity the Kikayon plant in its passing
when the worm arrived near you to destroy it for it brought you
shade. And what did I receive from Nineveh? Its great name, which
is like the shade which the plant brought you. And if you say that
they practiced idol worship and did not repent from it, I say they
are like human beings who do not speak. For they do not have
Torah and are not commanded by it. And there is a portion of
Hashem in host of heaven for all nations. And because of this it is

not appropriate to punish them.

And because of this He said to Jonah, “Yesh-Bah Harbei Mishteim-
Esrei Ribo Adam Asher Lo Yada Bein-Y'mino Lismolo Uv'haimah
Rabah, For it has in it many more than twelve myriads people who
do not know their right from their left and many beasts.” And He
does not say this in reference to infants as other interpreters, , have
said. For in this condemned city the infants were judged for the
sins of their parents for they are like limbs of the adults and their
fate is the fate of the adults of the city. But He says this about the
population of Nineveh in general. For in the city there are more
than 120,000 people without the benefit of the teachings of the
Torah. So in the matter of idol worship, they do not know their
right from their left. And they are like many beasts. And certainly
Israel which stood at Mount Sinai and was commanded concerning
idol worship, and heard from The Mighty One, “ You shall have no
other gods besides me.” (Exodus 20:3) It is not appropriate to excuse
them in the matter of idol worship like the people of Nineveh are
excused. It is clarified that this Divine commitment to save Nineveh
was strong. And it is supported from the Kal VaChomeir, which
The Holy One of Praise used on Jonah from the Kikayon plant. It is
straight and sure and there is no refutation to it. As a general point,
also, Jonah enjoyed the Kikayon plant like a son enjoys his father
who loves him and protects him. Hashem, who is Blessed, loved
Nineveh. He caused it to be, and to continue and to thrive. And
thus if the God of Blessing is like a father to Nineveh, and Jonah is
to the Kikayon plant a sort of son, and it is known that the mercy of
the father for the son is much greater than the mercy of son for the
father. And this is a strong Kal VaChomeir argument.

And The Holy One of Praise does not respond to Jonah with a
mention of the repentance of the people of Nineveh. Since it was
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not a complete repentance. As they were always practioners of idol
worship they are diminished by their religious beliefs.

It was not the claim of Hashem, Who is Blessed, to save Nineveh on
account of the children and the beasts. For if the nation which
dwells, there was a nation similar to a jackass, the metaphor of
beasts would be fitting,.

And since they are not deserving destruction because of their
religious beliefs, since they were not commanded concerning them.
Certainly idol worship was not Israel’s only sin. For they also
committed the following sins, illicit sex, spilling blood, perverting
justice, false measure of volume, false measure of weight, and all
the other categories of sin which the prophets recalled. And
therefore they are not forgiven. And in light of all of this The Holy
One of Blessing does not destroy them, the Ninevites, like the
overturning of Sodom and Gomorrah. For He lightens their
punishment, in His mercy and the abundance of His loving
kindness.

Malbim

11. “VaAni Lo Achos Al-Nineveh, And should I not take pity on
Nineveh?” For they are works of my hand. And it is a valuable
thing. For it is a “Ir Gedola, a big city.” For also there are many
idolaters there. For it has “Harbei Mishtaim-Esrei Ribo Adam Asher
Lo-Yada Bein-Y'mino Lismolo.” More than 120,000 thousand persons
who do not know their right hand from their left.” For they do not
have the knowledge to distinguish between the worship of special
God represented by the right hand. As is written, “ From his right
hand will not move” “I am always with you, you held my right
hand.” (Psalms 73:23) And the worship of the left which is worship
of nature and array of heavenly bodies which are connected to the
left side. And they should not be punished because of their lack of
knowledge. And there are also many animals. If a man sins, what is
the sin of the animal? And from this we receive an answer also
concerning the punishment of Israel. For they already learned the
difference between right and left. For they received the knowledge
of God and the true faith. And they are appropriately punished for
any idolatrous worship they perform. And the people of Nineveh
are not punished for this.




