Rosh Hashana ldeas

| Sounds of the Shofar

1. Why do we always sound in sets of three; two unbroken Tekiot surrounding a broken
sound?

2. Fundamental sound of the day is the Terua-the broken sound.
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3. Possible derivation of the three-part set:
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(See there for additional source material)

4. Options within the Terua:
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5. Moving beyond the technical:

We sound in a set of three- uncertain sound surrounded by two sounds of uncertainty- to
the way we Jews view time.

To the outside world, only the present is certain. The past is just a memory-the future a
mystery.

To the Jew the opposite is true. The past is as certain as the shofar sounding at Sinai; the
future as certain as the sound which will herald the Moshiach. What remains uncertain is
the role that each of us plays, individually and communally, in our time.

Il. One Step Further...

1. What is the most important moment of the Akeda? Perhaps, not the one we think.

13 PHY9 NPYN

1102 NN VNYY NDINNND NN NPT NN DNIAX NOVN ()

: 937 AN DNIAN DNIIN AN DY 1D I TRIN PIN RIP (N)

DXNON NI D ONYT NNY 2D NNIND 1D WYN DX IWIN IX TT> NOWN DN 1NN (29)
9300 TN NN T2 NN NOWN KDY NN




NP DNHAN T2 1)IP2 T202 TNNI INNX DIN MINY X PHY NN DNIIN XY (1)
1122 NN NYYD INOYN DINN NN

:INT PP 902 DYN IN AWN AN PIP? XN DIPNN DY DNIAN XIPM (1)

: DYIVN 19 NIV DNIAN IN PIPY ININ NIP (1v)

792 NN NOWN NI NN 92T IR TPVY TUN W 2 PIPY DX YNYIVW) 22 1NN (10)
ST NN

U D NV DY IUNX DINDY DMIVN 722199 TYIT NN NAIN NN TOIAN T2 ()
(PDN WY NN TYN

0P NYNY TUN APY NIRD ) DD TYIN2 IR (M)

2. Full blessings emerge only after Avraham, of his own initiative and volition, is willing

to go one step further.

Patriarch could well have turned to God and said "Look at what I was willing to do... |

have reached the highest pinnacle... | cannot possibly do more." He, however, does not.
At this moment, the Shofar is born...

I11. Different Responses?

1. Avraham’s silent acceptance of the Akeida - stark contrast to his debate with God over
the fate of Sodom and Amora (strikingly, both events recorded in the same Parsha).

2. The patriarch confronts God in two vastly different realms:

a. The realm of din-Within this realm- everything makes sense.

Characterized by cause and effect- The evil cities of Sodom and Amora deserve to be
destroyed and God responds with justice.

In realm of din- argument and struggle with our Creator are not only possible- but
invited.

Perhaps a logical argument can be made to sway God from his intended path; perhaps
one more prayer, one more plea will tip the balance of judgment in our favor.

b. The realm of nissayon-Here, nothing makes sense.

God himself is hidden from view- no perceptible logic to his actions. Argument and
struggle are futile. Everything that happens is beyond our ken. Reasons exist for God's
actions but we cannot begin to understand them.

Our challenge - solely to pass the trial, to respond to God's will with dignity as we remain
constant in our faith and loyalty to him.

That is why Avraham is silent in the face of the Akeida. He realizes that he has entered

the world of nissayon and that his challenges have changed.
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3. Avraham, through prophetic vision- able to distinguish between the two realms of din
and nissayon.
We cannot...



We never know whether a particular challenge facing us in life is a reflection of din,
nissayon, or a combination of the two.

We are therefore meant to react to all challenges of life on both levels at once.

We struggle, pray, plead and argue for justice. At the same time, when all the prayers
have been recited and our arguments have been offered, we turn to God, and we accept
his will.

We then pray again; but this time we pray that God grant us the strength to pass the test.

4. Ancillary point: On this day of din, Torah reading focuses on the Akeida, the classic
case of nissayon.

We except the reality that there will be, after all is said and done, areas of our life that
will remain beyond our control.

V. Rosh Chodesh-Missing in Action

1. Why is the theme of Rosh Chodesh so notably absent? Given all the themes of the day,
isn't there room for one more?
Rosh Chodesh is not simply overshadowed-seems to be a calculated effort to obliterate.
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c. Very identification of the day partially derived from its absence
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2. Rosh Chodesh - represents the passage of time.

Too often we attribute too much power to the passage of time... time heals...

Omission of Rosh Chodesh-proclamation- the passage of time alone has no power.
[Note: Offer practical examples of how time, alone, does not cure and can, in fact

make matters worse...]

3. Only when we fill the passage of time with positive determination and action, will the
passage of time acquire positive power.

V. Do We Have it Backwards?

1. Why does Rosh Hashana precede Yom Kipur? Logic would dictate- the opposite
should be true. First deal with last year's "business” through Teshuva and only then begin
the new year. Why begin the year before the job is done?

2. First possibility: The theme of Rosh Hashana is Malchut- God’s majesty.
Also a day when we recognize who we can be- the majestic possibilities within ourselves
as creatures "created in the image of God."



Yom Kippur-a day when we examine who we are- our flaws, limitations and failures. If
Yom Kippur preceded Rosh Hashana-journey would be unproductive and devastating.
The Yamim Noraim are structured- to allow us to see ‘who we can be’ before we
encounter ‘who we are.’

3. Second possibility: Yamim Noraim are structured- to address a common potential flaw
teshuva process.

Problem -heartfelt commitments, resolutions made on Yamim Noraim-failure to
implement-due to perceived changing situations and circumstances.

Solution-build changing circumstances into the structural flow of the Yamim Noraim...
The year starts before the job is finished... commitments must withstand the test of
changing circumstance.



