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1) And it was after these things (va-yehi ahar ha-devarim ha-eleh) and the Lord
(ve-ha-elohim) tested (nisah) Abraham and said to him, “Abraham,” and he
answered, “Here I am.” And He said, “Take your son, your favored (or only)
son, the one you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him up there
as an offering on one of the mountains that I will tell you (Gen. 22:1-2).

2) “After these things (ahar ha-deverim)”-- there were hirhurei devarim

[misgivings, literally ‘thoughts about things’]” Who had misgivings (mi hirheir)?
...According to the view of R. Eleazar, the verse does not simply say “the Lord”
(ha-¢lohim) but “and the Lord” (ve-ha-elohim) -- this includes the Lord and His

high court. The angelic host said: This Abraham! He celebrated, he made a

celebration for all the others, but he did not set aside a single bullock or ram for

the Holy One, blessed be He.

The Holy One, blessed be He, protested: Even if he were told to sacrifice his son to Me,
he would not hold back... (Bereishit Rabbah 55:3).

3) R. Hiyyah Rabbah and R. Yannai both offered interpretations. One said: It
was the place from which Teaching (horayah) went forth to the world. The
other said: It was the place from which Fear [of God] (yir'ah) went forth to the
world....R. Joshua b. Levi said: [It is called Moriyah] because from there the
Holy One, blessed be He, warns (moreh) the nations of the world and makes
them descend to Gehinnom... The Rabbis say: It was the place where the
incense was offered, just as you say, “I will take myself to the Mount of Myrrh
(har hamor) (Song of Songs 4:6). (Bereishit Rabbah 8:7)

4) ~After these things”-- the phrase “after these things” always connects events to

the preceding chapter. [RaSHBaM then proceeds to list a series of examples --

Gen. 15.1; 22.20; Est. 3.1-- that prove this point.] Here, also, “after these

things.” namely, after Abraham made a pact-- obligating himself, his children and

his grandchildren-- with Abimelech and gave him the seven ewes of the flock;

and God became angry about this since the land of the Philistines is included in

the Israelite borders, within which God commanded, “You shall not let a soul stay
alive” (Deut. 20:16), and in Joshua (15:45-7) lots were cast over the cities of the

five Philistine lords; accordingly, God tested (nisah) Abraham, [which means] He
provoked him and caused him pain [an interpretation of the word’s meaning that
RaSHBaM then confirms by citing three examples in which the root appears] .

In other words, God said to Abraham, “You took pride in the son that I granted you,
making a pact between yourselves and their children. Now go and offer him as a burnt
otfering and let it be seen what good your making a pact accomplished!”... (RaSHBaM,
Commentary on the Torah, Gen. 22:1)

5) “The land of Moriah”-- this is equivalent to ha-emoriyah, the land of the
Amorites. The [silent] letter aleph often elides. For example, [in Exod. 10.21],
va-vamesh-- “let [darkness] fall”-- should be understood as if ve-ye emesh were
written: [in Isa. 20], yahel-- “[no Arab] shall pitch his tent there”-- should be
understood as if ye'ehal were written. (RaSHBaM, Commentary, Gen. 22:2)
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