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#me too 

Sarah’s missing voice in the Akeidah: 

● Tanchumah 
[At the time Isaac was bound], Satan went to Sarah, appearing to her 
in the form of Isaac.  When Sarah saw him, she asked, “My son, what 
did your father do to you?”  He replied, “My father took me, led me up 
hills and down into valleys, until finally he brought me up to the 
summit of a high and towering mountain, where he built an altar, set 
out the firewood, bound me upon the altar, and grasped a knife to cut 
my throat.  Had not the Holy One said to him, ‘Lay not thy hand upon 
the lad,’ I would have been slaughtered.  Even before Satan finished 
his tale, Sarah’s soul left her. 

 
● Excerpt from Poem about Sarah​: 

I confess: 
when you left for Moriah, 
hunched over from the weight 
of God’s words, stumbling 
as you tried to carry out the heavy demand to sacrifice our child, 
  
I summoned the Lord. 
  
Something had brewed in my depths 
and slowly gathered momentum 
from belly to chest. 
Not heeding my attempted restraint, 
it burst from me as a baby’s cry. 

  
And the Lord heard me wail. 



  
With God’s guidance, 
I journeyed to the mountain 
you ascended with Isaac. 
I came upon a tame ram 
that led me to you.  I called 
to you near the thicket, 
“Abraham! Abraham! 
I was the voice in the wood, 
  
An angel of the Lord. 

 
● “Who We Don’t Talk About When We Talk About Weinstein” by 

Wesley Morris  
  

Israel 

Prayer for the State of Israel 

●  רֵאשִׁית צְמִיחַת גְּאֻלָּתֵנוּ
● Invite to share their own… 
● Invite everyone to say the Hebrew prayer together—if unfamiliar, 

struggle through—it’s good to struggle with and for our complex and 
beloved Homeland… 
 

Immigration 

● Ha-gar/Ha-ger​- perception/recognizing the Other as ourselves- ​Amah 
– female-slave, servant, maid vs. ​Ima- ​mother 

● That’s what we recognized – with family separation 
● Part of our story… 
● Either call to action: 

○ We promised to keep in our view… 
● Or personal reflection: 



○ How are we separated from our intimate relations—family 
spats, busy lives, etc. and how do we give them the attention 
they deserve at this time of year… 

  

Consequences of Dehumanizing Speech 

● Importance of speech: 
○ Al Cheit​- focus on how many of them are associated with 

speech 
○ Sins of speech:  

-  Migrants from the southern border are portrayed as animals—all part 
of the same horrifically violent gang MS-13 

-  Sweeping association of Muslim refugees with plotting terrorists 
- dehumanizing language —words like “infestation” and “scourge”  

 

● Letter to the Editor about danger of dehumanizing speech by Sarah 
Coletti  

  

● Less Than Human: The Psychology of Cruelty​ by David Livingstone 
Smith 

  

What’s Real? (Relationships) 

●  Problem that everything can be faked: 
○ Radiolab’s “Breaking News” 
○ “Fake News is About to Get Scarier”​ by Nick Bilton 
○ “Solving the Problem of Fake News”​ by Nicholas Lemann 

● Especially problematic because we are siloed in own echo chambers 
● Discerning how and whether to engage with someone in a different 

echo chamber: 
○ Christine Hayes Lecture: “Derech Eretz of Civil Discourse” 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2018/06/25/dehumanizing-language-infects-immigration-debate/bleU3mBKoNggild3t7M9AP/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2018/06/25/dehumanizing-language-infects-immigration-debate/bleU3mBKoNggild3t7M9AP/story.html
https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/breaking-news/
http://chugs.me/fake-news-is-about-to-get-scarier/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/solving-the-problem-of-fake-news
https://hartman.org.il/SHINews_View.asp?Article_Id=2380&Cat_Id=285&Cat_Type=SHINews


○ Proverbs 26:4 
○ Proverbs 26:5 
○ Concept of ​Ezer K’negdo 

● What does it take to cultivate relationships across difference? 
1. Know self, stories, and experiences you want to convey: 

■ Ted Talk on Deep Canvasing  
- But don’t get stuck in the righteousness there… 

● Cautionary tale—oven of Achnai post-script…​Bava 
Metzia 59b: 

R. Gamaliel too was travelling in a ship, when a huge wave 
arose to drown him. ‘It appears to me,’ he reflected, ‘that this is 
on account of none other but R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.’ 
Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! 
You know full well that I have not acted for my honor, nor for the 
honor of my paternal house, but for yours, so that strife may not 
multiply in Israel! ‘At that the raging sea subsided. Imma 
Shalom was R. Eliezer's wife, and sister to R. Gamaliel. From 
the time of this incident onwards she did not permit him to fall 
upon his face [to pray]. Now a certain day happened to be New 
Moon, but she mistook a full month for a defective one. Others 
say, a poor man came and stood at the door, and she took out 
some bread to him. [On her return] she found him fallen on his 
face. ‘Arise,’ she cried out to him, ‘you have] slain my brother.’ 
In the meanwhile an announcement was made from the house 
of Rabban Gamaliel that he had died. ‘How do you know?’ he 
questioned her. ‘I have this tradition from my father's house: All 
gates are locked, except the gates of ​wounded feelings​.’ 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=deep+canvasing+ted+talk&view=detail&mid=8B2AB95397E00D06A1AB8B2AB95397E00D06A1AB&FORM=VIRE


The Place Where We Are Right 
by Yehuda Amichai 

From the place where we are right 

Flowers will never grow 

In the spring. 

The place where we are right 

Is hard and trampled 

Like a yard. 

But doubts and loves 

Dig up the world 

Like a mole, a plow. 

And a whisper will be heard in the place 

Where the ruined 

House once stood. 

 

2.  ​Attempt at Understanding- Ask Good Questions:  
- “Ben Zoma says: Who is wise? One who learns from every 

person.”(Mishna Avot 4:1)  
- Jonathan Sacks’ Ted Talk: ​“How we can face the future without fear, 

together”  
- Rebbe Nahman, ​Lekutei Moharan ​I:282:1 

Know that you must judge every human being favorably, even 
one who seems wholly wicked. You must search to find some 
bit of goodness in that person, to locate the small portion that is 
not evil. For by finding that bit of goodness and judging the 
person favorably, you thereby truly elevate that person to a 
state of merit to which he can turn in repentance. Thus the 

https://en.tiny.ted.com/talks/rabbi_lord_jonathan_sacks_how_we_can_face_the_future_without_fear_together
https://en.tiny.ted.com/talks/rabbi_lord_jonathan_sacks_how_we_can_face_the_future_without_fear_together


meaning of Psalm 37:10 [“a little merit, and there is no wicked 
person”] is: This od m’at, this touch of goodness, can initiate the 
process of redemption for the wicked; hence when you look at 
the place previously occupied by a wicked person, no wicked 
person is to be found. No matter how evil the person appears, 
you must search ceaselessly for that bit of goodness that is not 
tainted by evil. For after all, how is it possible that any existing 
person shall not have done at least one good deed during those 
years of existence? Because you so insistently search to find 
that touch of goodness untainted by evil, and because you 
judge her favorably, you thereby elevate the person to a true 
state of goodness from which full repentance follows. Thus, 
however diligently you may search, there is no wicked person 
now to be found in that place where previously a wicked person 
could be found. 

 
3. ​Patience 

- The examples of Hillel…(Shabbat 30...31a)  
- “The White Flight of Derek Black” ​by Eli Saslow 

 
Paraphrasing Rabbi Peter Knobel: “We don’t know what will happen if we 
do engage, but we know that nothing will happen if we don’t…” 

 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/the-white-flight-of-derek-black/2016/10/15/ed5f906a-8f3b-11e6-a6a3-d50061aa9fae_story.html

