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been said.1433 At that moment the erect stature of Adam diminished by one

hundred cubits.1434 Separation ensued, Adam was arraigned, earth was cursed,

as we have established."

He drwe oilt tr-tNil nN

Rabbi El'azar said, "We do not know

who divorced whom: if the blessed

(et ha-adam), Adam (ibid., 24).'ntt Holy One divorced Adam, or not.ra36

But the word is transPosed: I{e dru,e

ouf rx (Et)-precisely!1437 Who drove out Et? Adam. Adam actually drove

u$. fig leaves...they discovered every

kind of sorc€rl'... According to Rabbi Ne-

hemiah (BT Beraklut 4oa), Adam and Eve

sinned by eating from the fruit of a fig tree.

The leaves of this Tree of Knowledge conv€y

the knowledge of magic. See Zohar r56a,
63b, and 36b: "Once they knew of this world
and clung to it, they saw that this world is

conducted by those leaves of the tree. So

they built themselves a stronghold, fortifring
themselves with them in this world, discov-

ering every kind of magic. They sought to
gird themselves with the weapons of those

leaves of the tree for protection." Cf. BT

Bava Masi'a t$.
"The one below' apparently refers to the

demonic realm, though perhaps to Shekhi-

nah, identified with the Tree of Knowledge

and split off from the other sefirot by
Adam's sinfi,rl act. See hhar t35F36a, 5za,

and below.

r+l+. the erect stature of Adam dimin-
ished.. . See BT Hagigah rza: "Rabbi El'a-

zar said, 'Adam extended from earth to
heaven....As soon as he sinned, the blessed

Holy One placed His hands upon him and

diminished him....' Rabbi Yehudah said

in the name of Rav, Adam extended from
one end of the world to the other. . . . As

soon as he sinned, the blessed Holy One

placed His hand upon him and dimin-
ished him.'"

See Bueshit Rabbah n:6: "Rabbi Aivu
said, 'His stature was reduced to one hun-

dred cubits....Rabbi Shim'on said, '[His
stature was originally] two hundred cubits.'"
Cf. Sifra, Behuqqotai 3:3, rub; BT Bwa Batra

zsa; Sanludrin tooat Araqim 6 (Otsar Mid-
rashim ryv7r); Zohar rr4zb; and Rashbam,

Bwa Batra 75a, who suggests, matching the

view here, that his original stature was two

hundred cubits and was reduced by half.

For Iranian and Gnostic parallels, see

Altmann, 'The Gnostic Background of the

Rabbinic Adam Legends"; Urbach, The

Saga, 227-32.

435. He drwe out Dlxil nx (et ha-adam),

Ailam Literalty, He drove out the human.

The preceding verse reads similarly: YHVH

Elohim acpelled him from the Garden of Eden.

The apparent redundanry stimulates the fol-

lowing qntical midrash.

1436. We do not know who divorced

whom... Several midrashim interpret the

biblical word u'tltt (vaygaresh), He drwe out,

in the sense of fu trt (geirushin),'divorce.o

See Berahit Rabbah zt:8; Midrash '{vkir, rn
YaQut Shim'oni, Genesis, J4i and, Seder Eliy-
yahu Rabbah r: "He drwe out Adam. This
teaches that the blessed Holy One divorced

him like a wife." Cf. Ziqquqin de-Nffa, ad

loc.; and Midrash ha-Gadol on this verse:

'This teaches that he was divorced like a

wife divorced from her husband because of
some indecency.o

Adam's harmonious and intimate rela-

tionship with God is ruined by sin. Rabbi

El'azar adopts this midrashic view but reas-

signs the roles.

432. nN (Et)-precisely! Grammatical-
ly, the accusative particle nx (et) has no as-

certainable independent sense, but Nahum

of Gimzo and his disciple Rabbi Akiva
taught that when et appears in a biblical
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out Etlra3s Consequently it is written: YHVH Elohim erpelled him from the

Garden of Eden (ibid., z3). Why did He expel him? Because Adam drove out

Et, as we have explained.ra3e

"He ploced 1... the cherubiml (ibid., 24).'*o He installed them in this site; he

was the cause, closing pathways, inflicting punishment on the world, extending

curses from that day on.t*t
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verse, it amplifies the original meaning. See

BT Pesahim zzb; Hagigahna.
Here, as often in the hhar, nx (et) be-

comes a name of Shekhinah, who comprises

the totality of divine speech, the entire al-

phabet from x (alef) to n (tav). See Zohar

t:29b, 247ai 2,goa, r35b; and the Christian
parallel in Revelation r:E: 'I am alpha and

ottrega"

1468. Ailam actually drove out Et! By

dividing the biblical sentence, He drwe out

nx (et) Adan" into two units, Rabbi El'azar

transforms its meaning. The first unit con-

sists of: He drwe oilt nx (et). The second

unit identifies the subject of the sentence,

which is shockingly not God, but Adam.

His sin consists in divorcing Shekhinah.

In the Zohar, the exact nature of Adam's

sin is a tightly guarded secret; the biblical

account of the Garden story is seen as hiding
the true meaning. See ZH t9a (MhN), where

Rabbi Shim'on recounts a conversation he

had with Adam while selecting his future site

in Paradise: "Adam...was sitting next to me,

speaking with me, and he asked that his sin

not be revealed to the whole world beyond

what the Torah had recounted. It is con-

cealed in that tree in the Garden of Eden.'
The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

qfmbolizes Shekhinah. Adam's sin was that he

worshiped and partook of Shekhinah alone,

splitting Her off from the other sefirot and

divorcing Her from Her husband,Tif'eret,the

Tree of Life. See Zohar r:rzb, 35b-36a, zzra-
b; Scholem, Major Trends,4r-32,236, 4o41,
n. ro5; Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar,t373-76.

On the psychological plane, the sin corre-

sponds to the splitting off of consciousness

from the unconscious. See lung, Collectd
Work,8:r5Z; Neumann, Origins and History

of C,onsciousness, ro2-27; Jaynes, Origpn of
Consciousness, 29gi cf, Scholem, Major
Trends, 2t6, 4617.

By his midrashic transposition, Rabbi

El'azar teaches that Adam divorced Shekfri-

nah, divorcing Her from Tif'eret and conse-

quently dso from himself. See above, page

294: "When Adam sinned by eating from the

tree,...he caused a defect, separating the

Woman from Her Husband." Cf. Isaiah 5o:r:

Because of your transgrasions your trctlw
was divorced. See Bereshit Rabbah ry:7:
"Rabbi Abba son of Kahana said, 'The

essence of Shekhinah was in the lower realms.

As soon as Adam sinned, it withdrew to the

first heaven.'o Cf. Nahmanides on Genesis

g:8; Gikatilla, Sha'arei Orah, $-r7.
Adam's sin has driven Shekhinah from the

Garden and dissolved Her union with 77f?ret,

so She finds Herself abandoned in a no-

man's-land. Meanwhile, as a result of his sin,

Adam is banished from the Garden. Wan-

dering outside, he finds Shekhinah, and to-
gether they go into exile. See Zohar 3ir4a-
rr5b, and :r.237ai "Come and see the secret of
the word: Adam was caught in his own sin,

inflicting death upon himself and the whole

world, causing that tree with which he sinned

to be divorced, driven away with him, driven

away with his children forever, as is written:
He drwe out nx (et) Adam."

1439. Consequently it is written. .. The

apparent redundancy is eliminated. Adam

was expelled because he divorced Shekhinah.

r44o. He placed.. . The verse continues:

east of the Garden of Edcn the chmtbim and

a blazing, arcr-turning sword to guard the

way to the Tree of Lrfa

r44r. He installed them.. . As in the be-

gnning of the verse, the subject is not God
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