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Listening to the otherness of others' voices 

The prayerful community must not, remain a twofold affair: a transient "I" addressing 

himself to the eternal "He". The inclusion of others is indispensable. A person should 

avoid praying for herself alone. The plural form of prayer is of central Halakhic 

significance. When disaster strikes, one must not be immersed completely in his own 

passional destiny, thinking exclusively of himself, being concerned only with himself 

and petitioning God merely for himself. The foundation of efficacious and noble 

prayer is human solidarity and sympathy or the covenantal awareness of existential 

togetherness, of sharing and experiencing the travail and suffering of those for whom 

majestic Adam the first has no concern. Only Adam the second knows the art of 

praying since he confronts God with the petition of the many. The fenced-in 

egocentric and ego-oriented Adam the first is ineligible to join the covenantal prayer 

community of which God is a fellow member. (JB Soloveitchik, The Lonely Man of 

Faith). 

 

Prayer is primarily an event in the individual souls, an act of emanation, not only an 

act of participation. Even the worth of public worship depends upon the depth of 

private worship, of the private worship of those who worship together. We are taught 

that the fate of all mankind depends upon the conduct of one single individual, 

namely you. This undoubtedly applies to what goes on in the houses of worship. (AJ 

Heschel, Quest 46) 

 

 



 

מלוך על כל העולם  
שכל אדם , צריך להיות עיקר הבקשה על עצמינו' וכו" מלוך על כל העולם"וכאשר מבקשים 

, כך נמצא מזה הארה לכל הכלל, וכפי מה שמקבלין על עצמינו, בפני עצמו" עולם"מישראל נקרא 

 (שפת אמת). כי הפרט תלוי בכלל

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ה טהור ומשרתיו טהורים "והוי יודע שהקב

ונשמה שנתת בך טהורה היא  

 (מסכת נידה ל)

 

 


