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Timeline of Late Second Temple and Early Rabbinic History:
BCE
200: Judea transitions from being under Ptolemaic control to being under Antiochid control

175: High Priest Simon |1 dies, and conflict breaks out between supporters of his son Onias Il and Jason
(Onias’ son was probably the founder of the temple at Leontopolis)

164: Judea gains autonomy from the Greeks, but wars will be fought for the next few decades
63: Judea becomes a Roman province

62-61: L. Valerius Flaccus, Preconsul of Asia Minor, seizes foreign funds designated by diasporan Jews
to be sent to the Jerusalem Temple

59: Cicero delivers a speech to the Roman Senate defending Flaccus’ legislation
20: Philo is born

CE

37: Josephus is born

38-41: Riots against the Alexandrian Jewish community, which are supported by Flaccus the governor
and ignored by Gaius Caligula

40: Philo writes Embassy to Gaius, an impassioned treatise arguing that the Jews are loyal patriots of the
Roman Empire

66-70: Jewish rebellion; Temple destroyed by Romans

118-119: Devastating anti-Jewish riots in Alexandria; thousands of Jews killed; thousands others leave
Egypt

135: Bar Kokhba revolt: Jews expelled from Jerusalem (renamed Aelia Capitolina); rabbinic community
moves to Galilee
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JERUSALEM-FOCUSED DIASPORAN TEXTS
1. 2 Maccabees 2:19-23:

The story of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers, and the purification of the great temple, and the
dedication of the altar, and further the wars against Antiochus Epiphanes and his son Eupator, and the
appearances that came from heaven to those who fought bravely for Judaism, so that though few in
number they seized the whole land and pursued the barbarian hordes, and regained possession of the
temple famous throughout the world, and liberated the city, and re-established the laws that were
about to be abolished, while the Lord with great kindness became gracious to them— all this, which has
been set forth by Jason of Cyrene in five volumes, we shall attempt to condense into a single book.

2. Acts 2:5-11:

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ‘’Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’

3. Tobit 1:6-8

But | alone went often to Jerusalem for the festivals, as it is prescribed for all Israel by an everlasting
decree. | would hurry off to Jerusalem with the first fruits of the crops and the firstlings of the flock, the
tithes of the cattle, and the first shearings of the sheep. | would give these to the priests, the sons of
Aaron, at the altar; likewise the tenth of the grain, wine, olive oil, pomegranates, figs, and the rest of the
fruits to the sons of Levi who ministered at Jerusalem. Also, for six years | would save up a second
tenth in money and go and distribute it in Jerusalem. A third tenth | would give to the orphans and
widows and to the converts who had attached themselves to Israel. I would bring it and give it to them in
the third year, and we would eat it according to the ordinance decreed concerning it in the law of Moses
and according to the instructions of Deborah, the mother of my father Tobiel, for my father had died and
left me an orphan.
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LAND/HOMELAND PATRIOTISM: THE BALANCED APPROACH

4, Cicero, For Flaccus, 67:

As gold, under pretense of being given to the Jews, was accustomed every year to be exported out of Italy
and all the provinces to Jerusalem, Flaccus issued an edict establishing a law that it should not be lawful
for gold to be exported out of Asia. And who is there, O judges, who cannot honestly praise this measure?
The senate had often decided, and when I was consul it came to a most solemn resolution that gold ought
not to be exported. But to resist this barbarous superstition were an act of dignity, to despise the
multitude of Jews, which at times was most unruly in the assemblies in defense of the interests of
the republic, was an act of the greatest wisdom.

5. Philo, Embassy to Gaius, XXI1.155-156:

Therefore, he knew that they had synagogues, and that they were in the habit of visiting them, and most
especially on the sacred sabbath days, when they publicly cultivate their national philosophy. He knew
also that they were in the habit of contributing sacred sums of money from their first fruits and
sending them to Jerusalem by the hands of those who were to conduct the sacrifices. (157) But he never
removed them from Rome, nor did he ever deprive them of their rights as Roman citizens, because he had
a regard for Judaea.

6. Philo, Flaccus, VI11.46-47:

For no one country can contain the whole Jewish nation, by reason of its populousness; on which account
they frequent all the most prosperous and fertile countries of Europe and Asia, whether islands or
continents, looking indeed upon the holy city as their metropolis in which is erected the sacred
temple of the most high God, but accounting those regions which have been occupied by their
fathers, and grandfathers, and great grandfathers, and still more remote ancestors, in which they
have been born and brought up, as their country; and there are even some regions to which they came
the very moment that they were originally settled, sending a colony of their people to do a pleasure to the
founders of the colony. And there was reason to fear lest all the populace in every country, taking what
was done in Egypt as a model and as an excuse, might insult those Jews who were their fellow citizens,
by introducing new regulations with respect to their synagogues and their national customs.

7. Philo, On the Confusion of Tongues, XVI11.77-78:

For this reason all the wise men mentioned in the books of Moses are represented as sojourners, for their
souls are sent down from heaven upon earth as to a colony; and on account of their fondness for
contemplation, and their love of learning, they are accustomed to migrate to the terrestrial nature. Since
therefore having taken up their abode among bodies, they behold all the mortal objects of the outward
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senses by their means, they then subsequently return back from thence to the place from which they set
out at first, looking upon the heavenly country in which they have the rights of citizens as their native
land, and as the earthly abode in which they dwell for a while as in a foreign land. For to those who are
sent to be the inhabitants of a colony, the country which has received them is in place of their
original mother country; but still the land which has sent them forth remains to them as the house
to which they desire to return.

8. Josephus, Ant. 14.7.2:

And let no one wonder that there was so much wealth in our temple, since all the Jews throughout
the habitable earth, and those that worshipped God, nay, even those of Asia and Europe, sent their
contributions to it, and this from very ancient times. Nor is the largeness of these sums without its
attestation; nor is that greatness owing to our vanity, as raising it without ground to so great a height; but
there are many witnesses to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who says thus: "Mithridates sent to
Cos, and took the money which gqueen Cleopatra had deposited there, as also eight hundred talents
belonging to the Jews." Now we have no public money but only what appertains to God; and it is evident
that the Asian Jews removed this money out of fear of Mithridates; for it is not probable that those of
Judea, who had a strong city and temple, should send their money to Cos; nor is it likely that the Jews
who are inhabitants of Alexandria should do so neither, since they were ill no fear of Mithridates. And
Strabo himself bears witness to the same thing in another place, that at the same time that Sylla passed
over into Greece, in order to fight against Mithridates, he sent Lucullus to put an end to a sedition that our
nation, of whom the habitable earth is full, had raised in Cyrene; where he speaks thus: "There were four
classes of men among those of Cyrene; that of citizens, that of husbandmen, the third of strangers, and the
fourth of Jews. Now these Jews are already gotten into all cities; and it is hard to find a place in the
habitable earth that hath not admitted this tribe of men, and is not possessed by them; and it hath
come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as having the same governors, and a great number of other nations,
imitate their way of living, and maintain great bodies of these Jews in a peculiar manner, and grow up to
greater prosperity with them, and make use of the same laws with that nation also. Accordingly, the Jews
have places assigned them in Egypt, wherein they inhabit, besides what is peculiarly allotted to this nation
at Alexandria, which is a large part of that city. There is also an ethnarch allowed them, who governs the
nation, and distributes justice to them, and takes care of their contracts, and of the laws to them belonging,
as if he were the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, therefore, this nation is powerful, because the Jews
were originally Egyptians, and because the land wherein they inhabit, since they went thence, is near to
Egypt. They also removed into Cyrene, because that this land adjoined to the government of Egypt, as
well as does Judea, or rather was formerly under the same government." And this is what Strabo says.
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Note the existence of Jewish Temples in Egypt:
Elephantine — 500BCE
Leontopolis — 200 BCE

9. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book VII, 10.2-3

Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who presently sent Caesar word of this commotion; who having
in suspicion the restless temper of the Jews for innovation, and being afraid lest they should get together
again, and persuade some others to join with them, gave orders to Lupus to demolish that Jewish temple
which was in the region called Onion, and was in Egypt, which was built and had its denomination from
the occasion following: Onias, the son of Simon, one of the Jewish high priests fled from Antiochus
the king of Syria, when he made war with the Jews, and came to Alexandria; and as Ptolemy
received him very kindly, on account of hatred to Antiochus, he assured him, that if he would
comply with his proposal, he would bring all the Jews to his assistance; and when the king agreed to
do it so far as he was able, he desired him to give him leave to build a temple somewhere in Egypt,
and to worship God according to the customs of his own country; for that the Jews would then be
so much readier to fight against Antiochus who had laid waste the temple at Jerusalem, and that
they would then come to him with greater good-will; and that, by granting them liberty of conscience,
very many of them would come over to him.

So Ptolemy complied with his proposals, and gave him a place one hundred and eighty furlongs distant
from Memphis. That Nomos was called the Nomos of Hellopolls, where Onias built a fortress and a
temple, not like to that at Jerusalem, but such as resembled a tower. He built it of large stones to the
height of sixty cubits; he made the structure of the altar in imitation of that in our own country, and in like
manner adorned with gifts, excepting the make of the candlestick, for he did not make a candlestick, but
had a [single] lamp hammered out of a piece of gold, which illuminated the place with its rays, and which
he hung by a chain of gold; but the entire temple was encompassed with a wall of burnt brick, though it
had gates of stone. The king also gave him a large country for a revenue in money, that both the priests
might have a plentiful provision made for them, and that God might have great abundance of what things
were necessary for his worship. Yet did not Onias do this out of a sober disposition, but he had a
mind to contend with the Jews at Jerusalem, and could not forget the indignation he had for being
banished thence. Accordingly, he thought that by building this temple he should draw away a great
number from them to himself. There had been also a certain ancient prediction made by [a prophet]
whose name was Isaiah, about six hundred years before, that this temple should be built by a man that
was a Jew in Egypt. And this is the history of the building of that temple.
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10. Mishnah Menahot 13:10:
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[If a man said,] “I take upon myself to offer a burnt-offering:” He must offer it in the Temple; and if
he offered it in the Temple of Onias, he has not fulfilled his obligation.

[If he said,] “I take upon myself to offer a burnt-offering but | will offer it in the Temple of Onias”
He must offer it in the Temple, yet if he offered it in the Temple of Onias he has fulfilled his
obligation. (R. Simeon says, such is no burnt-offering.)

[If a man said.] "I will be a Nazirite™. He must bring his offerings in the Temple; and if he brought
them in the Temple of Onias he has not fulfilled his obligation. [If he said,] | will be a Nazirite but I
will bring my offerings in the Temple of Onias’. He must bring them in the Temple, yet if he
brought them in the Temple of Onias he has fulfilled his obligation. R. Simeon says, such a one is
not a Nazirite.

The priests who ministered in the Temple of Onias may not minister in the Temple in Jerusalem;
and needless to say [this is so of priests who ministered to] another matter; for it is written,
“Nevertheless the priests of the High Places came not up to the altar of The Lord in Jerusalem. But
they did eat Unleavened Bread among their brethren.” Thus they are like those that had a blemish:
they are entitled to share and eat [of the holy things] but they are not permitted to offer sacrifices.

[trans. Instonebrewer.com/rabbinictraditions]

11. Bavli Talmud, Menahot 109a:

Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Johanan, [If a man said,] ‘I take upon myself to offer a
burnt-offering but I will offer it in the Temple of Onias’, and he offered it in the Land of Israel, he
has fulfilled his obligation but he has incurred the penalty of kareth.There has also been taught [a
Baraitha] to the same effect: [If a man said,] ‘I take upon myself to offer a burnt-offering but I will
offer it in the wilderness’, and he offered it beyond the Jordan, he has fulfilled his obligation but he
has incurred the penalty of kareth.

[Translation: Soncino Talmud]



Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Ancient Judaism?
CBR

Dr. Malka Simkovich

December 16", 2015

JUDEAN SELF-PERCEPTION AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS GRECO-ROMAN WORLD

12. Judith 10:11-18

As the women were going straight on through the valley, an Assyrian patrol met her and took her into
custody. They asked her, ‘To what people do you belong, and where are you coming from, and where are
you going?’ She replied, ‘T am a daughter of the Hebrews, but | am fleeing from them, for they are about
to be handed over to you to be devoured. I am on my way to see Holofernes the commander of your army,
to give him a true report; I will show him a way by which he can go and capture all the hill country
without losing one of his men, captured or slain.’

When the men heard her words, and observed her face—she was in their eyes marvelously
beautiful—they said to her, ‘You have saved your life by hurrying down to see our lord. Go at once
to his tent; some of us will escort you and hand you over to him. When you stand before him, have no
fear in your heart, but tell him what you have just said, and he will treat you well.’

They chose from their number a hundred men to accompany her and her maid, and they brought them to
the tent of Holofernes. There was great excitement in the whole camp, for her arrival was reported from
tent to tent.

13. 1 Maccabees 1:20-28

After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred and forty-third year. He went up against Israel
and came to Jerusalem with a strong force. He arrogantly entered the sanctuary and took the golden altar,
the lampstand for the light, and all its utensils. He took also the table for the bread of the Presence, the cups
for drink-offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, the curtain, the crowns, and the gold decoration on the
front of the temple; he stripped it all off. He took the silver and the gold, and the costly vessels; he took also
the hidden treasures that he found. Taking them all, he went into his own land. He shed much blood, and
spoke with great arrogance. Israel mourned deeply in every community, rulers and elders groaned, young
women and young men became faint, the beauty of the women faded. Every bridegroom took up the
lament; she who sat in the bridal chamber was mourning. Even the land trembled for its inhabitants, and
all the house of Jacob was clothed with shame.

14. Siracides 7:29-31

?* With all your soul fear the Lord, and revere his priests.
> With all your might love your Maker, and do not neglect his ministers.
*" Fear the Lord and honor the priest, and give him his portion, as you have been commanded: the first
fruits, the guilt-offering, the gift of the shoulders,
the sacrifice of sanctification, and the first fruits of the holy things.

15. 2 Maccabees 1:1-9

The Jews in Jerusalem and those in the land of Judea, to their Jewish kindred in Egypt, greetings and true
peace. May God do good to you, and may he remember his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacab,
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his faithful servants. May he give you all a heart to worship him and to do his will with a strong heart and
a willing spirit. May he open your heart to his law and his commandments, and may he bring peace. May
he hear your prayers and be reconciled to you, and may he not forsake you in time of evil. We are now
praying for you here. In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred and sixty-ninth year, we Jews wrote
to you, in the critical distress that came upon us in those years after Jason and his company revolted from
the holy land and the kingdom and burned the gate and shed innocent blood. We prayed to the Lord and
were heard, and we offered sacrifice and grain-offering, and we lit the lamps and set out the loaves. And
now see that you keep the festival of booths in the month of Chislev, in the one hundred and
eighty-eighth year.



